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Start your own money making business! 


Make up to 26” an howr— 


Train FAST 


a i | ' 
even while learning a at home! 


Get into this booming high-profit business that’s 


Easy to learn —Easy to do— 


Never before have money-making opportunities been so 

great for qualified Locksmiths, Now lucrative regular 

lock and key business has multiplied a thousandfold as 

millions seek more protection against zooming crime. 

Yet there’s only one Locksmith for every 17,000 people! 
Start Collecting CASH PROFITS Right Away 


You're in “business” ready to earn $10 to $26.00 an hour a 
few days after you begin Foley-Belsaw’'s shortcut training. 
Take advantage of today's unprecedented opportunities in 
locksmithing for year - round EXTRA INCOME in spare time 
— or fulltime in a high-profit business of your own. Hundreds 
we've trained have done it. So can YOU! All tools plus profes- 
sional Key Machine given you with course. These plus prac- 
tice materials and equipment plus simple, illustrated lessons, 
plus expert supervision, plus business building guidance will 
enable you the KEEP THE MONEY COMING IN! Ideal for re- 
tirement — good jobs, too. 


SEND FOR EXCITING FACTS—No Obligation 
Discover what's in Locksmithing for you — how Foley-Belsaw's Master 


Easy on You! 


No Extr4 included With Your 
cost! Locksmith Training 


BURGLAR 

ALARM 
end BECURITY 
systems 
training. Covers 
all phases of 
Burglar, Hold-Up 
and Fire Alarm 
servicing and in- 
stallation. This 
valuable and 
timely instruction 
includes all special tools and 
supplies. ONLY Foley-Belsaw offers 
such extensive training in this 
rapidly expanding field as a part of 
your Locksmith training 


ADVANCED Locksmithing! 
How to change combinations, in- 
stall and service Safe, Vault and 
Bank Safe-Deposit Box locks. 
You'll find it fascinating and high- 


Locksmith-approved training can Me you the skill you can depend on ly profitable work. 
to EARN MORE — ENJOY LIFE M 


ALL SPECIAL TOOLS 
AND EQUIP ES, INCLUDED! 


Hundreds of Foley-Belsaw trained men 
have succeeded in this fascinating 
and highly profitable field... 


“Before enrolling | checked 
other courses and also asked 
for advice from several 
locksmiths in my area. They 
all said yours was tops 
and has the most 
versatile Key 
Machine. 

"I always 
wanted to be in 


THIS PRO KEY 4 ZF Wacine can aoe 
MACHINE iS ~ month to fet pPsal 
YOURS TO KEEP! <** 


and it won't cost you a pen- 
hh ny extra with your training. 


Find out all about it! Send tor FREE Facts TODAY! 
Just fill in and mail coupon below (or RUSH 


business for myself send postcard) to receive full information FOLEY-BELSAW INSTITUTE 
~~ 9 lam... and details by return mail. DO IT TODAY! COUPON! 10826 Field Bidg., Kansas ie Mo. un 
anks to = 
Foley Belew There is NO OBLIGATION and NO SALESMAN Will Call—ever! | 
nstttute, 


FOLE¥BELSAW INSTITUTE 
10826 FIELD BUILDING 
KANSAS CITY, MISSOURI 64111 


) YES, ‘please send me the FREE booklet that 


RUSH COUPON TODAY 
FOR THIS FACT-FILLED 


David Fairbrother—Dave’s Locksmith Service 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin 53209 


“I opened my own business, spare 


time, seven months after I enrolled and 
made a profit of $329 for the first week.” 
B. A. Deberry Littleton, Colorado 


“No more hard, nasty work for me. 
Now I have my own business and with 
hardly any effort I average around $50 
a day. Thanks for my new start in life.” 
Sam Walker Prichard, Alabama 


«. YOU Can Do It T 


gives full details about starting my own business in 
Locksmithing. | understand there is no obligation 
and that no salesman will call 


FREE 


BOOKLET! 


Tells how you quickly 
train to be your own boss 


Name 


Address 


in a profitable Sparetime 
or Fulltime business of 


City 


your own PLUS complete 
details on our 30-Day Cond tor year 
NO RISK Trial Offer! °0PY today! 


State Zip 
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MACHO MEN HAVE MORE FUN 


Women are not excited by men who are skel- 
etons. They like men of form and substance. 
They like men who look good in their clothes 
and out. They like men who look like men. If 
you are one of those who knows this and 
have been trying in vain to do something 
about it, this is your lucky day. Your search 
is ended. Your body is about to embark ona 
trip to its ideal shape and form. ShapeUp is 
here to shape you up... and we mean it 
sincerely. You are about to gain weight... 
and not just flab, but the right amount in the 
right places. You'll see! 


SKINNY ISN’T ATTRACTIVE 


If you don’t think so, just watch what turns 
women's heads on the beach. They get turned 
on by well-built guys. They're the ones with the 
prettiest girls. It's a rare fellow who doesn't want 
to look good in his clothes and is happy with a 
skinny frame, who has not envied men who 
weighed a little more, had a better appetite and 
generally displayed a physical fitness that spoke 
of health and well-being. True, while doctors and 
nutrition specialists warn against being fat, very 
little is said about the equal or greater evils of 
being underweight. So there's more to it than 
cosmetic aspects. Skinny is not only unattrac- 
tive. It is also unhealthful. Gaining weight could 
mean gaining health for you. 


GAIN STAMINA AND SELF. 
CONFIDENCE TOO. 


Skinny men are not great lovers. That’s a 
known fact. Add a few pounds and you'll be 
amazed how it will improve your love-life. 
Women know this and are conscious of the 
fact that skinny men can’t go the distance. 
The race is to the strong, the saying goes. 
And the fellow who is handsomest doesn’t 
look like a stand-in for the family skeleton. 
Many a man found that gaining a few more 
pounds has helped him overcome chronic 
illness, major or minor. Many a doctor has 
prescribed gaining weight. But so little is 
publicized about skinny men. The great 
amount of publicity given to coronary prob- 
lems has brought the bulk of weight atten- 
tion to those men who weigh too much. Men 
who weigh too little never really get equal 
time. But their problem is no less serious. 


FOR YEARS 
TOGAIN 


WEIGHT 


lt wasn't easy until now! 


That's what so many men are saying after using ShapeUp, the mar- 
velous, new compound, especially formulated by nutritionists, 
sports dietitians and biochemists for the sole purpose of helping 
men to more healthful, sturdier and better developed bodies. 


GAIN WEIGHT! GAIN WOMEN! 


If you think that's justa catchy slogan, we 
hope you will do yourself a favor. Count 
how many skinny men you see in movies, 
or on TV or anywhere . . . with pretty wo- 
men. Notice whom they pick for clothing models. 
See the announcers, the M.C.'s,.the newsmen. 
How many men in the public eye, in politics, in 
leadership roles in business are underweight? 
Not even astronauts are skinny guys. If you want 
to experience a change in your attitude, your 
business progress, your lifestyle, see what 5, 10, 
15 pounds can do for you. See how it adds to 
your personal esteem, your confidence and, 
best of all, your well-being. Your day will come 

..and thank your lucky stars, it’s within sight 


‘ with ShapeUp working for you. 


LOOK BETTER AND FEEL 
BETTER WHILE YOU GAIN 


In these times when women are free to express them- 
selves and pick and choose their men, you don't 
need a handicap . . . especially when it’s so easy 
to put yourself in the forefront of competition. Why 
not look your best? And you will if you feel your best 

And you'll feel your best when you gain the kind of 
nutrition that builds your body to its highest potential 

Everyone knows that a healthy body brings ahealthy 
mind and the kind of outlook that makes you want to 
kick up your heels .. . and go out and lick the world 

Yes, with ShapeUp, you give yourself a super-lift of 
confidence, built into its wondrous formula, that's 
compounded to perk you up and give you a winning 
attitude. 


STOP 
WASTING MONEY! 


Here’s a low-cost way! 


Some fellows, who've been trying hard to 
gain weight, resort to all sorts of methods to 
do so: professional exercise sessions, cost- 
ly nutritional regimens, large investments 
in health foods, time-consuming weight- 
building programs. Yet, here, at an extremely 
affordable price, you are offered a product 
so elementary, so.easy-to-take, yet so effec- 
tive we offer it to you without any greater 
effort than filling out and mailing a coupon. 
You don't'even have to go to a store for it. 
And unlike any other method, product, 
means or procedure, we GUARANTEE 
ShapeUp to the point of total freedom from 
risk of any kind. 


NO GAIN! NO PAY! WE 
ABSOLUTELY GUARANTEE IT! 
Your money back without any strings what- 
soever. Try ShapeUp for 30 days. It does 
as we Say or you get a full refund. 
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H DEER CREEK PRODUCTS, INC. Dept. No. GM56 , 
} P.O. Box 754, Pompano Beach, Florida 33061 ' 
' Please send me the amount of ShapeUp indicated in the box to the right. If not ! 
: Siahendiiticaee you will refund my money. ! am adding $1 for eee (] Send me the ; 
1 30-Tablets size ! 
: Name for $7.95 H 
! 
! 1 
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1 city State _Zip 60-Tablets size ! 
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It's not a phobia that guarantees success for a wrestler! 


TERROR IN MID-AIR: WRESTLING’S FIRST SCAFFOLD MATCH 
The specialty bout where death hangs in the balance 


NICK BOCKWINKEL VS. DINO BRAVO: MAGNIFICENCE IN MONTREAL 
Two great athletes give their all—and the crowd is awed 
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“BILLY JACK HAS WHAT IT TAKES TO BE CHAMPION . 
The NWA champion tastes the power of Billy Jack Haynes 


BUTCH REED: WILL HE BETRAY THE FANS AGAIN? 
He’s done it before, although he swears it won’t happen again 


THE WAR BETWEEN BRUISER AND HARLEY RACE 
Two of wrestling’s dinosaurs show they’re far from extinction 


RIC FLAIR’S THIRD TITLE REIGN WILL BE HIS SHORTEST 
Analysis from the seven-time NWA king Harley Race 


FULL-COLOR PINUPS! 
Barry Windham and Rick Martel in two glorious full-color poses 
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From rookie to champion—it’s all here 
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BE TOUGH! 


I MEAN REALLY TOUGHY =| MADE A MAN 


OUT OF ‘MAC’ 
My method of DYNAMIC-TENSION gives you results 


you can feel and your friends will notice. Big, useful HEY! QUIT KICKING 
muscles. Gain pounds i in weight where needed. : patie st 


Lose “pot belly.” take a good honest look at your- 

self! Are you proud of your body — or are you satisfied 

to go through life being just “half the man” you could be? 

No matter how ashamed you are of your present physi- WAZ 

cal condition — or how old or young you are — the 

“sleeping” muscles already present in your body can (i 

turn you intoa REAL man! Believe me, I know 

— because I was once a skinny, scrawny 97-pound 

half-alive weakling! People used to laugh at my 

build and make fun of me. I was ashamed to 

Strip for sports or the beach . . . shy of girls 
. afraid of healthy competition. 


HOW | CHANGED FROM A 
97 LB. WEAKLING TO A REAL MAN. 


One day, I discovered a secret that 
changed me from a timid, frightened 
Scarecrow into “The World’s Most 
Perfectly Developed Man” — a “magic 
formula” that can help turn you, too, 
into a marvellous physical specimen 

..a REAL man from head to toe... 
a man who STANDS OUT in any crowd! 
What’s my secret? “DYNAMIC-TENSION” — 
the natural method! No theory. No gadgets or 
contraptions, You just do as I did. Simply take the 
“sleeping” muscles already present inside your own body 
— build them up — use them every day in walking, 
bending over, reaching, even sitting! Almost before 
you know it, you're covered with a brand-new suit of 
beautiful, rock-hard SOLID MUSCLE! 
SEND FOR FULL INFORMATION AND 
7 DAY TRIAL OFFER. 
So sure am I of how fast ‘*Dynamic-Tension"’ 

works that I make this offer to you. Try my course 
for 7 days and in even that short period of time you 
will have results that not only you can feel, but your 
friends will notice, or it costs you nothing. 

WRITE NOW! 

CHARLES ATLAS Dept 1C 
P.O. Box D. Madison Square Station, New York, NY 10159 
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JIU JITSU KARATE, 
BOXING » WRESTLING 
FEATS OF STRENGTH, 

HAND BALANCING 
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THERE'S THAT BIG STIFF AGAIN, 
SHOWING OFF IN FRONT OF 
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Photographic Data 
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PERSONALITY 
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T MAY BE cold outside, but the 

action inside this magazine is hot 
indeed. Welcome to the Spring 1986 
edition of Wrestler Annual, present- 
ing the best of some recent and not- 
so-recent articles from The Wrestler, 
the world’s longest-running wrestling 
magazine. 

Our first story is interesting mainly 
because of the unparalleled success 
of its subject. First, a little sidelight. 
One of the most popular features in 


tye 


Po =S, : 


“2 


Nikita Koloff has risen from rookie to top contend 


The Wrestler is a monthly feature 
called “Introducing.” In it, the edi- 
tors look at a young man who they 
believe has the potential to become 
a star someday. The key word here 
is “someday.” In fact, 75 percent of 
the wrestlers profiled in “Introduc- 
ing” never make it to main-event 
matches. Of the few that do make it, 
the average time spent in prelims is 
4% years. But Introducing Nikita Ko- 
loff (from The Wrestlerecember 


St, 


; 


Wrestler recognized Koloff’s ability very early, and profiled him in an “Introducing” feature 


in the December 1984 issue. 
6 


ler for the NWA title in record time. The 


1984) brought you a man who sky- 
rocketed to main-event matches— 
and very nearly the NWA title—in 
less than a year. Read again what the 
editors said about him at the very 
beginning. 

Early in his career, Buzz Sawyer 
was considered a wrestler with enor- 
mous talent. But, for some strange 
reason, he always did his best in an 
arena and not on television. The off- 
beat story Buzz Sawyer: The Man 
Who's Terrified To Wrestle On TV 
(July/1982) is one of our most fondly 
remembered articles. 

Before he came to the WWF, Jim- 
my Hart was a successful manager in 
the Mid-Southern area. But even 
then, “The Mouth Of The South” 
was known to make some tactical 
blunders. For instance, signing one 
of his charges into a deadly match in 
which a scaffold is suspended high 
above the ring. Terror In Mid-Air: 
Wrestling’s First Scaffold Match (No- 
vember/1982) takes you ringside to a 
bout where the contestants were lit- 
erally in danger of falling to their 
deaths. By the way, this bout was 
also one of wrestling’s /ast scaffold 
matches, as every major commission 
and federation has since put a bylaw 
in their charters banning this type of 
encounter. 

Nick Bockwinkel is a rulebreaker 
who has the skills to compete in a 
strictly scientific amateur tourna- 
ment. Dino Bravo is well-known for 
his knowledge of maneuvers, 
counter-maneuvers, and  counter- 
counter-maneuvers. Yet both men 
can also brawl with the most vicious 
of opponents. When the two met in 
the ring, it was strictly skill vs. skill, 
and the fans were awed by this. 
spectacle of wrestling science. Nick 
Bockwinkel vs. Dino Bravo: Magnifi- 
cence In Montreal (June 1984) takes 

(Continued on page 54) 
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Weighs jess than 3 oz, For sur-| heed. No practice needed. “Talks” at once, Moke him sit, stand, ' 
prise, regular of candid pic-} even dance and act alive! Fully dressed ir) color/ut tailored sult. § 
tures, Heavy-duty plastic con- } Molded plastic, natural finish head, Moveable arms and j¢gs 1 Address Apt. * 
struction. With eye-level viewfinder. | INCLUDED FREE; 5-Minute Lesson on How to Throw Your 
Je action shutter with fens. Voice (With of tithout dummy). Foo! friends as voices semm to 
Peete sesh ae kee $2.96 | come from under bed, behind doors, atc City 


6156 Archie The Dummy . 
Hears Dumbo The Clown 


Stata Ze 


INTRODUCING 
NIKITA KOLOFF 


IKITA KOLOFF KNELT in 
front of a padded bench, his 
arms outstretched and his palms 
facing up. In each hand was a 40- 
pound dumbell. The sweat poured 
from his forehead as he curled his 
wrists toward the ceiling, and then 
back down. 
“Fourteen, 15, 16, 17...’’ He 
exhaled audibly after each count, 


straining to complete 20 repeti- 
tions. As he attempted the 20th 
and final rep, the dumbell in his 
left hand slipped from his grasp. 

Ivan Koloff, Nikita’s uncle, 
stopped his count and began 
barking what seemed to be a rep- 
rimand. He spoke quickly and 
loudly in his native Russian. The 
two communicate only in Russian, 


and besides, Nikita’s English is 
poor at best. lvan’s raspy baritone 
echoed off the walls of the gym. 
Nikita sat. there motionless, ac- 
cepting his punishment quietly. 

The elder Koloff would not re- 
veal what he said to his nephew. 
“Not for American ears,” he said. 
“Personal. None of — your 
business.” 

He returned to Nikita, whose 
forearm muscles bulged like Pop- 
eye’s. He took each arm sepa- 
rately and rolled them between 
his hands. ‘“‘Soreness is buildup 
of lactic acid,” Ivan said. ‘‘Mas- 
sage, heat, whirlpool will help.” 
He turned to his nephew and 
barked, “Squats.” 

lvan’s NWA World tag team 
partner, Don Kernodle, watched 
the training session from a stool 
in the corner of the gym. ‘“‘He’s 
doing a lot of forearm work. The 
harder those forearms are, the 
more effective the cobra clutch is. 
That forearm presses right into 
the carotid artery.” 

Kernodle is Nikita’s manager of 
record, but he leaves the training 
to Uncle Ivan. “The Soviets are 
so far advanced in training meth- 
ods,” Kernodle said. ‘Their work- 
outs are so much more intense. 
That’s why you see Russians 
dominating the athletic world. If 
they had come to the Olympics, 
there’s no doubt that America 
would have suffered.” 

Nikita was one of the Russians 
who suffered because his country 
did not attend the 23rd Olympiad 
in Los Angeles. When the Soviet 
Union boycotted the Games, 
Nikita, who was entered in an 
unprecendented combination of 

(Continued on page 10) 


Nikita Koloff is one of the most impressive rookies to enter 
the pro ranks in years. The 6’2”, 275-pound nephew of Ivan 
Koloff has displayed awesome strength and a sound 
understanding of the sport’s basics. Experts speculate that 
this would-be Olympian can become one of the most 
dangerous competitors the sport has ever seen 


SMOKERS... 


YOUR NEXT PACK OF CIGARETTES CAN BE THE 
LAST PACK OF CIGARETTES YOU EVER SMOKE! 


© How many times have you wished 
you could quit smoking but were 
afraid to try? 


In Just 3 Weeks We GUARANTEE YOU WILL 
HAVE QUIT SMOKING CIGARETTES 
. ..Or Your Money Back! 


NOW AT LAST THERE IS AN EASY WAY TO HELP YOU STOP SMOKING 
CIGARETTES! IT'S TRUE! READ THE FACTS BELOW. 

The Surgeon General has warned that smoking cigarettes is dangerous to 
your health... . that smoking causes unnecessary physical suffering . .. that 
smoking kills!) YOU KNOW IT’S TRUE but you keep on smoking? Why? 
Because cigarette smoking is considered to be a medical addiction that can 
be os difficult to kick as alcohol or even heroin! 


You Need Help To Break This Addiction! You Need Help To Stop Smoking! 


lf you want to quit bra HELP 1S NOW AVAILABLE. A new Smoking Deter- 
rent Drug Product called NICO-QUIT can give you the help you need to once 
and for all stop smoking. 


HERE'S HOW NICO-QUIT WORKS 
When you wake up in the morning you will spray your mouth with NICO-QUIT. 
You will taste a clean, pleasant peppermint flavor that freshens your breath. 
When you have your first cigarette of the day, NICO-QUIT goes to work in- 
stantly. NICO-QUIT contains a medically safe ingredient (Silver Acetate) that 
reacts with the nicotine in the a smoke, The moment you take a drag 
on your cigarette, NICO-QUIT almost miraculously causes you fo instant 
lose your desire to take another puff... so effectively you'll Immediately pu 
out the cigarette. 
But remember, ..smoking is an addictive habit. Your body will demand 
another dose of nicotine which means you'll light up another cigarette. But 
NICO-QUIT instantly counteracts the demand and you'll put out the second 
cigaretle even more quickly than the first! 
This pattern of demand and counteraction will slowly but surely affect how 
offen you reach for a cigarette. More and more time will slapse between 
cigarettes, And every time you succumb and light up a cigarette, you'll in- 
stantly realize you can't smoke the cigarette... that you don't want to 
smoke the cigarette... and will crush if out with a new found strength... 
ond with a new found pleasure of finally realizing that you truly are going to 
quit smoking! 
Found Safe'By The Advisory Revue Panel Appointed By 
The Department Of Healfh And Human Service Of 
The United States Food And Drug Administration 


Silver Acetate (the medically safe ingredient in NICO-QUIT) has been found 
safe fo use by the Food and Drug Administration. You'll be amazed how 
quickly NICO-QUIT helps you lose the desire to smoke, And aes one spraying 
of NICO-QUIT lasts for up to four hours. Then, eter again and you're pro- 
tected for another four hours. The pleasant flavor doesn't affect the taste of 


food of drink .. . but always reacts with the nicotine in cigarette smoke. 
LET NICO-QUIT HELP YOU QUIT SMOKING ONCE AND FOR ALL! 


per 
Satisfaction and Results 
GUARANTEED 
Or Your Money Prompily Refunded! ; 


* How many times have you fried to 
quit smoking and failed? 


eHow many times have you wished 
someone or something could 
feally help you stop smoking? 


WHEN YOU STOP SMOKING, YOU DON'T HAVE TO 
WAIT WEEKS OR MONTHS TO REAP THE BENERITS 
OF YOUR NEW HEALTHY LIFE-STYLE! 
According fo the American Cancer Society, these are the changes that 
lake place In your body when you stop smoking: 
WITHIN 20 MINUTES 
© Biood pressure drops to normal 
Pulse rate drops to normal rate 
* Body temperature of feet and hands Increases to normal 
AFTER 8 HOURS 
® Carbon monoxide level In blood drops to normal 
Oxygen level in blood Increases to normal 
AFTER 24 HOURS 
© Chance of heart attack decreases 
AFTER 48 HOURS 
© Nerve endings start regrowing 
® Ability to smell and faste things Is enhanced 
AFTER 72 HOURS 
© Bronchial tubes relax, making breathing easier 
© Lung capacity Increases 
WITHIN 2 WEEKS TO 3 MONTHS 
® Circulation improves 
* Walking becomes easier 
* Lung function Increases up to 30 percent 
1T0O 9 MONTHS 
* Coughing, sinus congestion, fatique, shortness of breath decrease 
* Cilla regrow In lungs, increasing ability to handle mucus, clean the 
lungs, reduce Infection 


* Body's overall energy level Increases 
YOU KNOW IT’S TIME TO QUIT SMOKING AND NICO-QUIT WILL 
HELP YOU SUCCEED! 


Remember . .. the Surgeon General's report says an estimated 85 per- 
cent of all lung cancer Is caused by cigarette smoking. And cigarette 
smoking increases the risk of early death from other life-threatenin 


Seay such as heart, other lung and muscular diseases! IT’S TIME 


TO QUIT 


GIVE YOURSELF THE BREAK YOU DESERVE! 
MAIL NO-RISK MONEY BACK COUPON TODAY! 
FOR A HAPPIER, HEALTHIER LIFE! 
Mail coupon today to receive your 3 week supply of NICO-QUIT. All it costs is 
$9.95; just 47¢ a day... less than the cost of a pack of cigarettes. And 
whereas cigarettes can ruin your health and cause unnecessary physical 
and mental suffering ... NICO-QUIT offers you a healthier, happler life. So 
don't delay another day...mail coupon today. You'll be so glad you 
did... and so proud of yourself when you stop smoking once and for all! 


END THE RISK TO YOUR HEALTH & LIFE! 
MAIL NO-RISK MONEY-BACK COUPON TODAY! 


[LIFE EXTENSION RESOURCES INC. Dept. NC3 
535 Fifth Avenue, New York, NY 10017 | 

| Please rush me NICO-QUIT...the medically approved safe Anti- | 
Smoking Mouth Spray. | will use it for 3 weeks. If | have nof totally stop- 
ped smoking in that short period of time, | can return the empty bottle for | 
| a full money back refund... no questions asked. | 
¢ ) Enclosed Is $9.95 plus $2.00 postage & handling for my full 21-Day 

| Supply of NiCO-QuIT, | 
| 

| 

| 


| NAME 
| ADDRESS _! APT.NO. 
l CITY 

STATE ZIP 


(_ ) SPECIAL OFFER: HELP A FRIEND QUIT SMOKING! Send only $17.95 
plus $3.00 postage & handling for TWO bottles of NICO-QUIT. SAME | 
MONEY BACK GUARANTEE! J 


events—wrestling, weightlifting, 
and the hammer throw—had the 
choice of holding on to his ama- 
teur status for another four years 
until the 1988 Games, or becom- 
ing a professional wrestler. 

“Since he was a child in Rus- 
sia,” Kernodle explained, ‘‘he has 
been hearing about his uncle’s 
success in America. lvan is a 
hero there because he is a repre- 
sentative of Russia’s superiority 
over the U.S. : 

“Nikita told Ivan that since he 
began wrestling as an amateur, 
his dream was to come to Ameri- 
ca and wrestle with his uncle,” 
Kernodle continued. “He couldn’t 
wait until after 1988.” 

Turning pro, however, would 
mean that Koloff would have to 
give up his chance to attain the 
most unusual gold medal triple in 
Olympic history. ‘Nikita would 
10 


INTRODUCING 


(Continued from page 8) 


Nikita Koloff, an intense and determined 
young man, defeats Vinny Valentino with a 
Russian backbreaker. 


have loved the challenge, but it 
just wasn’t possible,”’ Kernodle 
said. “As soon as he made his 
decision, he contacted his uncle, 


and with my help, we got him to. 


America.” 

The Soviet Union is not in the 
habit of letting its best athletes 
just leave the country. Just how 
Kernodle was able to bring Koloff 
to the United States is a mystery. 
“| have my connections,” was all 
he would say. 

Through his uncle’s interpreta- 
tion, Nikita expressed his immedi- 
ate goals. ‘It is very important to 
Nikita that he wins matches and 
eventually wins titles,” Ivan said. 
“But most important to him is to 
show the American people that 


Russia is superior to their country 
in every way.” 

In a recent bout against Vinnie 
Valentino (who gave away three 
inches in height and 50 pounds to 
Koloff) the Russian dominated the 
action from the opening bell. He 
attacked Valentino’s left arm and 
shoulder immediately, practically 
wrenching the arm from the rest 
of his body with armbars and 
hammerlocks. The pain weakened 
Valentino, who despite attempts 
to battle back could do nothing to 
improve his position. He was 
eventually forced to succumb to 
Koloff's backbreaker. 

Other bouts have ended similar- 
ly. Opponent Gary Royal said that 
Koloff’s hiptoss was enough to 
convince him that he was over- 
matched. “Il thought | could at 
least retain some dignity and give 
it a good fight,” Royal said, ‘‘but 
he wouldn’t even leave me that. 
This guy is brutal.” 

These preliminary matches, 
Kernodle said, are providing Koloff 
with invaluable experience, but 
they are also leading to a chal- 
lenge of the Mid-Atlantic heavy- 
weight title. “The Mid-Atlantic title 
is a natural for Nikita,” Kernodle 
said. “In fact, | would push for the 
match sooner, but’ Nikita and Ivan 
want to wait a little while. 

“| feel that Nikita could handle 
a title shot right now, but by na- 
ture the Russian people are per- 
fectionists. They don’t like to fail. 
So if it means a few more wres- 
tlers get the crap beat out of them 
on the way to Nikita’s first cham- 
pionship, it really doesn’t matter 
much. The Russian people are 
also very perseverant. He'll win 
that title. He’ll get the job done.” 

On the other side of the gym, 
Nikita performed deep squats with 
a 450-pound*barbell resting on his 
shoulders as his uncle counted 
the reps. “Yeah,” Kernodle said, 
“he'll get the job done.” C 


NOW Turn your TV on/off by 


-| WIRELESS 


REMOTE 
CONTROL 


Now sit back and relax. 
With REMOTE 
CONTROL in your 
hand, you can 
turn your TV 
on/off with 
just a push 
of a button— 
from 
anywhere 

in your 
room! 


MONEY BACK 
GUARANTEE 

If not delighted 
simply return in 30 
days for a prompt 
refund of 
purchase 
price. 
Order now! 


*NO WIRES! NO 
BATTERIES! WORKS 
BY ELECTRONIC 
WHISTLE! 


° USE ALSO WITH 
LAMPS, RADIOS, ALL 
ELECTRIC 
APPLIANCES! 


IMPROVEMENT PRODUCTS CORP. 
535 Fifth Ave., New York, NY 10017 


WEAK in MATH? 


New Short Cut Math Skills in Only Weeks 
—10 minutes a day . ..for Higher Pay Jobs 


BONUS! Pockel! with the Easy-To-Learn 


Bi Math book Self Teaching Method 


“Math-Wizard” Z 


Gat the Right Answers in a & 
Flash Without Paper or Pencil! a 
Instant answers convert ¥ 
fractions into decimals, 
~percentages and reverse. 
Plus other tough math pro- 
blems solved in a jiffy! 


One volume contains all 
subjects—arithmetic, alge- 
bra, geometry, trigonometry 
through calculus. Tackle 
any math problem even if 
you never finished high 
school. Basic and advanced 
math taught in terms of 
everyday experience. Cleaf- shipping. 30 day Money 
ly presented step-by-step Back Guarantee 
VALCO*Dept.318*Box 2012, New Rochelle, N.¥,10802 
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and illustrated, Learn theory 
and practice from “scratch”, 
“brush-up”, or reference 
Summary makes review 
easy, Track your progress, 
Catch errors instantly, Pass 
civil service and job tests. A 
must for all office, sales, in- 
dustrial jobs, home finances. 
Send $9.95 plus 95¢ for 
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1986 GOVERNMENT 
SURPLUS DIRECTORY 


BUY FOR AS LITTLE AS | 


No more 
getting out 
of bed to 
turn off 
the TV! 


t —— MAIL NO RISK COUPON TODAY! « =» a= 1 


IMPROVEMENT PRODUCTS CORP. Dept. AC12 
535 Fifth Ave., New York, NY 10017 


Yes, please send me the WIRELESS REMOTE 
CONTROL on your money back guarantee. 


(J One for only $12.95 plus $1.50 post. & hdig. 
Total $14.45 

[1 SAVE $3.50—Two for only $22.95 plus 
$2.50 post. & hdig. Total $25.45 


Enclosed is 
NY res. add sales tax 
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1¢ ON THE DOLLAR 


} Moneyback Guarantee 
JEEPS, CARS as flow as $30. BOATS, HELICOPTERS, 
TYPEWRITERS, TRUCKS. You can still buy 5,000,000 items 
from the US. Government. This manual shows you how fo find 
these bargains in your area at TREMENDOUS SAVINGS. Some 
actual prices . . . CARS $30, PICKUPS $40, SHIRTS 22¢, 50 
POWER BINOCULARS $3, and MORE. 
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List Application and listing of Defense Sales Offices. Our 
BIGGEST MOST ~ COMPREHENSIVE DIRECTORY Only $4.00. 
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100 SKINNY ? 


Amazing New Hercuplan 
Guarantees 


») A NEW SHAPE 
IN 30 DAYS 
or pay nothing! 


Now gain the weight you need to develop the 
muscles you want in just 30 days. Turn that 
scrawny body ofskin and bonesintoa powerful 
appealing shape. How? Simply take one-a- day 
Hercuplan tablets along with our scientifically 
prescribed meals. Don't let poor eating habits 
rob you of a powerful, attractive body. 

Just listen to what Hercuplan people have to 
say... “/'ve never looked so great in my life”. 
L.D., Chicago IL. “Thanks to your Hercuplan 

“program | am now proud to beseenina bathing 
suit" L.M., Dallas TX. 

Guaranteed Results...Hercuplan program 
must work for you too or simply return the 
Hercuplan label for your full refund. Order your 
Hercuplan Program today to develop your new 
shape “tomorrow.” 

— — — Money Back Guarantee = — —— — 

Send to: Rush Ind., Inc. Dept. HU79FB 

| 871 Willis Avenue, Albertson N.Y, 11507 

! Please send my order today! 

' 130 day Regular Strength Program only $6.98 
| 0160 day only $11.98 090 day only $17.98 


| 
| 
| 
AVAILABLE IN SUPER STRENGTH | 

CO Add $2.00 to the above prices for the Super 
Strength program | 
| am adding $1.50 for express service | 
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Street =e] 


Safe Acne Treatment 
Improved Bio-Masque with Salicylic Acid 


MUST CLEAR UP 


Acne Pimples 
& Blackheads 


OR YOU PAY. 
NOTHING! 


The makers of Bio Masque, popular peel- 
away mask created for the treatment of 
acne, report their new, improved formula 
now contains Salicylic Acid. The FDA, 
tests have proven Salicylic Acid to be 91% 
effective against acne. Bio Masque with 
Salicylic Acid penetrates the skin pores to 
work 3 ways: (1) it helps dry and clear up 
blackheads and acne pimples; (2) it allows 
the skin to heal; (3) it helps keep the skin 
clear and help prevent the development of 
newacne. You are asked to apply mask, let 
it harden, peel it off just 20 minutes later, 
skin will be noticeably clearer and more 
attractive. Bio Masque is safe and is avail- 
able without a prescription. A 4 oz, bottle 
$6.98: Special Discount: 2 bottles, $11.98. 
MONEY BACK GUARANTEE 
4 oz. Bottle only $6.98 Special! 2 only $11.98 
Add $1.00 for express delivery service. 

Send to: RUSH Ind. - Dept. PA79FB 

871 Willis Avenue, Albertson N.Y. 11507 


NOW AVAILABLE FOR YOUR HOME VIDEO RECORDER! 


THE MOST POWER-PACKED VIDEOTAPE ANYWHERE! 


A power-packed hour of action and excitement featuring 
highlights from some of the most 
memorable matches and star-studded cards ever held! 


restling 


ILLUSTRATED 
PRESENTS 


RDS: RI 


SUPERSTARS 


AND 


SUPERBOUTS 
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Hosted by Gordon Solie and Pro Wrestling Illustrated Senior Editor Bill Apter 


FROM THE 1984 TEXAS STADIUM EXCLUSIVE OFFER FROM 
“PARADE OF CHAMPIONS”’ PRO WRESTLING ILLUSTRATED 
@ Kerry Von Erich vs. Ric Flair—Von Erich wins NWA World title Manufacturer's Retail Price: $59.95 
@ The Von Erichs vs. The Freebirds— ‘‘Badstreet-style”’ SPECIAL PRICE FOR PW/ READERS: $49.95— 

six-man title match A SAVE A FULL $10.00 OVER RETAIL PRICE!! 
@ Junkyard Dog vs. The Missing Link : AND—FOR A LIMITED TIME ONLY—ANYONE 

bs 7 ORDERING “LORDS OF THE RING—SUPERSTARS AND 

FROM THE “STARRCADE 83 SUPERBOUTS” WILL RECEIVE A PRO WRESTLING 
EXTRAVAGANZA ILLUSTRATED CAP—A $7.00 VALUE— 


@ Roddy Piper vs. Greg Valentine—dog collar chain match 

® Ric Flair vs. Harley Race—cage match—Fiair regains 
NWA World title 

@ Abdullah the Butcher vs. Carlos Colon 


FROM ACROSS THE COUNTRY | 
AND AROUND THE WORLD 


® The Road Warriors vs. The Fabulous Ones 

@ The Fabulous Ones vs. The Moondogs 

® Dusty Rhodes vs. Tully Blanchard 

®@ Jerry Lawler vs. Bill Dundee , 

@ Features on Rick Steamboat, Wahoo Mc- 
Daniel, Exotic Adrian Street, Jimmy Valiant, 
and Gorgeous George 

@ Rare footage of Ric Flair regaining the NWA 
World title from Kerry Von Erich on May 24, 
1984, in Japan 

@ Rare footage of Harley Race's first NWA 
World title victory May 24, 1973, over Dory 
Funk Jr. in Kansas City, Kansas 


I 
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EXTRA ADDED BONUSES!! | 
@ A Special Tribute to David Von Erich | Name: 
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® Comedian Andy Kaufman tak J | 
median Andy Kauiman takes on Jerry AUGIeSS ap eS ee ! 

! 
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v ABSOLUTELY FREE! 


BOTH FOR ONL Y¥49 95 


For all orders except U.S. and Canada, 
you must add $2.00 for each tape ordered 
for boat mail, and $3.00 for each tape or- 

= dered for air mail. U.S. funds only. Please 
allow 3-4 weeks for delivery. 
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Please Check Which Format You Want 


Please rush me ...... copies of the PW/ videotape and my FREE PW1 cap. 
| enclose $49.95 as payment in full. 


Lawler 

® “Rock ’n’ Wrestling”’ video with George 
Thorogood’s hard-rocking ‘‘Willie And The 
Hand Jive’. . . As seen on NBC's Friday 
Night Videos ! 
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Please allow 4-6 weeks for shipping. 
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Much More Approved by Calif. Dept. of Public Instruct. 

THE ROUSE SCHOOL of Special Detective Training — 
Dept. VS601,P.0. Box 25750, Santa Ana, CA 92799 

| Rush me your Free “Detective” Career Kit —No salesman will call. I 


that will seldom tire! No Apparatus or 
Exercisers — your body is your own 
Gymnasium! This Secret System 
develops muscular strength 3 times 


BUY! 


SS ee faster than conventional methods! 
I cosaurzp | | | ORDER NOW! 
ii ets state a JUST 10 EASY MINUTES 


Scientific |sometrics is the modern mir- 
acle of stimulating muscles — takes 
just 10 minutes a day of easy exercises 
that will not tire you. No long hours of 


PHOTO ID 


IN FULL COLOR - SEALED IN PLASTIC 
Good In all States and Canada 


Sp reiatlabr tia Sone boring exercises with weights or costly 
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PHOTO ID a day. Each exetnse is done for only 10 | entire Scientific Isometric Dynaflex System in one book | 
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RICS DEVELOPS EACH MUSCLE GROUP | me powerfully toned muscles, put full strength in my 
HEAD TO TOE 3 TIMES FASTER! muscles, made me so strong that | can be proud to show | 
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BEST BY MAIL 
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OF INTEREST TO ALL 
SPECTACULAR Contests! Free entry! Fabulous prizes! 


¥}\%_ BACK | my friends how strong | am. 

a. | And it must do this in 10 minutes a day—with nothing else | 
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FREE MAILING list consultation. Details: Sesioe) Box 
1107, Stuart, FL 33494. (305)334-5205. (600) 5478. 


VIDEO 
MOTORHOME Video Travel Tapes, Details: Tapes, Box 


2 for only 
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The knife that 
has everything for the 
man who has 
everything 


®Fish scaler ®@Hook 


1109(VS), Agoura, GA 91301 peslcrs, femovereScissors 
1,000,000 VIDEOTAPES! Lowest prices! All ratings! Catalog- : PLEASE. @Smail blade 
-$1.00. RTS/VSI, Box 1829, Novato, CA 94948 - ~ . ®@Bottle openere2 

"_ ASTROLOGY & OCCULT Creek Z S$ HN) =  screwdriverseKey 
SATAN'S Boge: For Those Who Dare Meet The Devill Box a >) ina ®Corkscrew 
353, Victoria Station, Montreal, H3Z 2V8 ly i pot Sheena 

“MONEYMAKING OPPORTUNITIES phe 
®Nail file@Large 

EARN $200.00 Weekly Mailing Circulars. Senoff Enterprises, 
VS, 1589 Albion, Rexdale, Ontario MV 1B6. Enclose a self: MONEY-BACK blade®Wood saw 


GUARANTEE @Can opener 
8inch/mm measure 

Compare the number of useful blades. Compare the kind eWire stripper 

of elements contained in this multi-use wonder. You've —- — —“@---~-- —-~—-~- —---~ —--~- 

seen knives with fewer than 1/3 the elements sellingas , DEER CREEK PRODUCTS, INC., Dept. A4T 

high as {wice the original pre-discount price. It's a special P.O. Box 754, Pompano Beach, FL 33061 

import, made by overseas craftsmen and brought to you Please send __ Swiss Army style knives at $7.45 

at a price that represents a discount of at least 50%. It's ' for one; $13.50 for 2 and $6.50 for each additional 

truly the chance of 2 lifetime to own a treasure you'll ' one. | am adding $1.00 for postage and handling 

cherish for a lifetime. Carry it in your pocket. Keep it in | regardiess of the number of knives] order. 

your workshop, your tackle box, your boat, your glove 


addressed envelope, — 

FANTASTIC Earnings! Home Business. Details: ABZ, 514-D 
Castro, San Francisco, CA 94114 

$10-$360 WEEKLY/Up, Mailing Circulars! No Quotas. 
Sincerely Interested, Rush stamped envelope: National Divi- 
sion, Box 20728(XV5), San Diego, CA 92120 


S 
ys, 


ATTENTION 


How much do you want to make every month 


quietly at home? Do you want something compartment. it'll come in handy any number of times. Name — — 
that can really make you become financially Buy more than one for yourself and for gift-giving forany | Address 
successful fast and easy? For more informa- occasion. The more you buy the more you save. But, take a = = 
el $1 with name and address (please our tip and order now. Our supply won't last forever, , City — ee 
print) to: . J 
FEC, P.O. Box 2698, Altoona, PA 16603. State _ —_— Zip =—— 


PHOTOS BY 
EMMY YATES 


Nobody can explain it: 

In an arena, Buzz Sawyer 

is a powerhouse. On television, 

he’s a dud. Drawing from his 

own experiences, crack editor 

Steve Farhood uncovers the 

possible conflict that may be 

the cause of Sawyer’s Jekyll- 
Hyde career 

. ¢ 


' THE MAN 


WHO’S TERRIFIED 
TO WRESTLE ON TV 


OOR BUZZ SAWYER. He's 

going through a terrible 
time right now, and the fans are 
split in their opinion of him. 

Those fans who see him 
wrestle in person are fully 
convinced of his abilities. They 
see Sawyer as a future 
champion on the rise, a man 
with a lot of ability who only 
needs to get some years and 
experience behind him before 
he rises to the very top of 
the sport. 

But anyone who has only 
seen him on television thinks 
that Sawyer is lacking 
something, that he can only win 
by cheating. They think that 
every time he faces a top- 
caliber opponent, Sawyer 
will lose. 

Unfortunately, both points of 
view have their elements of 
truth about them. 

“| never get main event 
matches on television!”’ 
complained Sawyer for about 


By Steve Farhood 


as long as | can remember. His 
feud with Jim Garvin was taking 
up most of his time, and Sawyer 
was looking for a public forum 
in which to humiliate the man. 

Well, it wasn’t long before a 
television match between 
Sawyer and Garvin was set up, 
and wouldn’t you know it? 
Sawyer didn’t look sharp and 
lost the match. 

The paradox of the situation, 
though, is that when | saw Buzz 
in a return match with Garvin at 
the Omni recently, he damn 
near destroyed Garvin. Okay, 
so some of you Garvin fans 
might not like the word 
“destroyed.” But let’s face facts, 
okay? There is no doubt in my 
mind, or in the minds of anyone 
else | spoke to that night, that 
Buzz Sawyer overpowered Jim 
Garvin extensively. No doubt. 

Yet the question remains: 
Why is he such a zero when 
faced with the prospect of 
having to wrestle on television? 


| think | have the answer. 

Back when | was in high 
school, or maybe it was junior 
high .. . it was so long ago, | 
can’t even remember which. 
Anyway, some of my friends 
were in the drama club and 
were putting on a production of 
Guys and Dolls, based on the 
Damon Runyon story of the 
same name. 

Now this was in an 
auditorium in school that held 
about 1,500 people, and there 
wasn’t any television involved. 


‘But | have to admit, | was scared 


spitless when the time came 
that | had to go out on that 
stage, roll a pair of dice (which, | 
must say, | did with con- 
siderable flair and grace), and 
say my few words of dialogue. 

Stage fright. It’s a horrible 
thing. Cold sweat beads up on 
your forehead, all mental 
functions cease, particularly 
those that govern memory and 


(Continued on page 52) 


Anybody who viewed the Sawyer-Garvin television match would find it hard to believe 
what transpired in the rematch at the Omni. Sawyer, in complete control, drops a knee 
across Garvin's face (opposite bottom), opening a cut on the bridge of Jim's 
nose (below). 


mee BACK ISSUES OF mam 


Don’t miss a single issue of the magazine that has 
thrilled wrestling fans for two generations, THE 
WRESTLER. Complete your collection of the most 
respected wrestling publication in the world today. 


February 1975/Stories include: Andre, 
Strongbow, Brisco, Sheik, 
June 1975/Stories include: Andre, Mu- 
taco, Funk, Lawler, 
July 1975/Stories include: Valentine, 
Sammartino, Race, Rhodes. 
August 1975/Stories include: Sammar- 
tino, Patterson, Stasiak, Rivera. 
December 1975/Stories include: Mas- 
caras, Rhodes, McDaniel, Blackjacks. 
1976/Stories include: Sammar- 

tino, Putski, Wrestling |I, Rhodes. 
February 1976/Stories include: Andre, 
Sammartino, Rhodes, Valentine. 
July 1976/Stories include: Andre, Wres- 
tling II, Inoki, Von Erich. 
November 1976/Stories include: Sam- 
martino, Andre, Valentine, Mosca. 
December 1976/Stories include: Von 
Erich, Mulligan, Brody, Funk. 
January 1977/Stories include: Brody, 
Andre, Wrestling Il, Mascaras. 
February 1977/Stories include: Sam- 
martino, Jones, Funk, Von Raschke. 
April 1977/Stories include: Sammartino, 
Funk, Flair, Bockwinkel. 

1977/Stories include: Mascaras, 
Valiants, Andersons, Sammartino. 
June 1977/Stories include: Patera, 
Putski, Hemandez, McDaniel. 
July 1977/Stories include: Backlund, 
Rhodes, , Mascaras. 
October 1977/Stories include: Rhodes, 
Sammantino, Flair, Snuka. 
November 1977/Stories include: Sam- 
martino, Slater, Mascaras, Snuka. 
September 1978/Stories include: 
Rhodes, Grahams, Andre, Mascaras. 
October 1978/Stories include; Sammar- 
tino, Backlund, McDaniel, Race. 
November 1978/Stories include: Flair, 
Andre, Ladd, Graham. 
December 1978/Stories include: Brisco, 
Mulligan, Andre, Blanchard. 


ery 1979/Stories include; Ladd, 
Flair, Idol, Heenan. 


Supplies are limited. Don’t delay—order today! 


is SS 


AUGUST 1985 

May 1979/Stories include: Steamboat, 

Brody, Valiants, Race. 

July 1979/Stories include: Wrestling Il, 

Backlund, Sammartino, Andre, 
1979/Stories include: Bockwink- 

el, Patera, Stevens, Superstar. 

October 1979/Stories include: Flair, Val- 

entine, Santana, Muraco. 

December 1979/Stories include: Andre, 

Graham, Rhodes, Mascaras. 

January 1980/Stories include: Race, 

Backlund, Snuka, Brisco. 


F 1980/Stories include: Andre, 
Far Diblase, Superstar. 

March 1980/Stories include: Sammar- 
tino, Murdoch, Mulligan, Andre. 

April 1980/Stories include: Rhodes, Di- 
Biase, Youngblood, Wrestling Il. 

May 1980/Stories include: Andre, Mas- 
caras, Bockwinkel, Patera. 

June 1980/Stories include: Backlund, 
Abdullah, Brisco, Flair. 

August 1980/Stories include: Valentine, 
Zbyszko, Von Erich, Albano. 
September 1980/Stories include: Ladd, 
Patera, Steamboat, Gagne. 

October 1980/Stories inciude: Patera, 
Rhodes, Wrestling II, Morales. 


OCTOBER 1985 
November 1980/Stories include; Rich, 
Hogan, Snuka, Super Destroyers. 
January 1981/Stories include: Valen- 
tine, Rhodes, Patera, Von Erich. 
February 1981/Stories include: Zbys- 
zko, Patera, Iron Sheik, Wrestling I. 
March 1981/Stories include: Rich, Sa- 
moans, Blassie, Wrestling II. 

May 1981/Stories include: Backlund, 

Rhodes, DiBiase, Moondogs. 

June 1981/Stories include: Sammartino, 

Piper, Rich, Martel. 

July 1981/Stories include: Backlund, 

Rhodes, Flair, Atias. 

August 1981/Stories include: DiBiase, 

Slaughter, Martel, Idol. 

October 1981/Stories include: Funks, 

Rhodes, Race, Sullivan. 

December 1981/Stories include: 

Rhodes, Steele, Race, Hogan. 

January 1982/Stories include: Rich, 

Steamboat, Sullivan, Sammartino. 

March 1982/Stories include: Slaughter, 

Albano, Flair, Race. 

April 1982/Stories include: Brisco, Arm- 

strongs, Valentine, Santana. 

May 1982/Stories include: Backlund, 

Von Erich, Graham, Rich. 

June 1982/Stories include: Steamboat, 

Reed, Albano, Piper. 

July 1982/Stories include: Rich, Sawyer, 

aay, Steamboat. 

A 1982/Stories include: Bockwink- 

el, Steamboat, Mulligans, Piper. 

September 1982/Stories include: 

Rhodes, Hogan, Armstrong, Blair. 

October 1982/Stories include: Snuka, 

Rhodes, Santana, Piper. 

November 1982/Stories include: Fiair, 

Snuka, Piper, Blair. 

December 1982/Stories include: Snuka, 

Rich, Kamala, Junkyard Dog. 

January 1983/Stories include: Putski, 

Muraco, Windham, Bockwinkel. 
1983/Stories include; Bock- 

winkel, Backlund, Rich, Kamala. 

March 1983/Stories include: Piper, 

Reed, Valiant, Roberts, 

April 1983/Stories include: Rhodes, Ti- 

ger Mask, Sammartino, Bundy. 


May 1983/Stories include: Samoans, 
Von Erich, Rhodes, Orndorff. 

June 1983/Stories include: Windham, 
Martel, Brody, Andre. 

July 1983/Stories include: Flair, Adonis, 
Sullivan, Zbyszko. 

August 1983/Stories include: Valentine, 
Blanchard, Windham, Street. 
September 1983/Stories include: Ho- 
gan, Ellering, Von Erich, Briscos. 
October 1983/Stories include: Race, 
Sawyer, Briscos, Bass. 

November 1983/Stories include: 
Rhodes, Santana, Von Erichs, Kabuki. 
December 1983/Stories include: Mas- 
caras, Superstar, Von Erich, Zbyszko. 
January 1984/Stories include: Valen- 
tine, Hogan, Von Erich, Road Warriors. 
March 1984/Stories include: Santana, 
Hogan, Von Erich, Sawyers. 

April 1984/Stories include: Hogan, Eller- 
ing, Von Erich, Rhodes. 

May 1984/Stories include: Windham, 
Brody, Road Warriors, Junkyard Dog. 
June 1984/Stories include: Von Erich, 
Billy Jack, Flair, Armstrong. 

July 1984/Stories include: Rich, Billy 
Jack, Valiant, Von Erich. 

A 1984/Stories include: Garvin, 
Sul , Freebirds, Street. 

September 1984/Stories include: Von 
Erich, Piper, Steamboat, Billy Jack. 
October 1984/Stories include: Flair, 
Rhodes, Magnum T.A., Bundy. 
November 1984/Stories include: Billy 
Jack, Von Erich, Piper, Brody. 
December 1984/Stories include: Martel, 
Santana, Von Erich, Steamboat. 

January 1985/Stories include: Von 
Erich, Warriors, Albano, Koloffs. 
February 1985/Stories include: War- 
riors, Santana, Billy Jack, Nikita Koloff. 
March 1985/Stories include; Slaughter, 
Warriors, Martel, Rude. 

April 1985/Stories include: Warriors, 
Von Erich-Adams, Flair, Tonga & Snuka. 
May 1985/Stories include: Warriors. 
Backlund, Santana, Rich. 

June 1985/Stories include; Rhodes, 
Windham, Rich, Hogan. 

July 1985/Stories include: Junkyard 
Dog, Reed, Martel, Sunshine. 

gar 1985/BONUS 4-PG. COLOR 
SECTION! Plus: Warriors, Magnum T.A., 
Sheik & Volkoff, McGraw. 

September 1985/Stories include: Ho- 
gan, Von Erich, Savage, R&R Express. 
October 1985/Stories include: Flair, 
Windham, Shultz, Martel. 

November 1985/Stories include: Ho- 
gan, Zbyszko, R&R Express, Von Erichs. 
December 1985/Stories include: Rude, 
Fantastics, Muraco, Uncle Elmer. 
January 1986/Stories include: 20th An- 
niversary, 10 Greatest Wrestlers, 
Rhodes, Hogan, Sammartino 

February 1986/Stories include: Hogan, 
Omdorff, Flair, Hansen 
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Do Not Order Any Issue Not Listed. Do No! Send Coins. 
Do Not Use Old Order Forms 


In case of a Sellout, indicate substitute issu2 aaa mail, and two dollars (U.S.) for every back issue sent by air mail. 


For all orders except the United States and Canada you MUST ADD one dollar (U.S.) for every back issue ordered for boat 


me BACK ISSUES OF gam 


Inside 


Be sure to fill in the gaps in your collection of INSIDE 
WRESTLING, “The magazine that rips the lid off pro 
wrestling.” Get all the information you need to keep up 
on the pro wrestling scene. Don’t be left out. Avoid 


sellouts—order today! 


July 1974/Stories include: Garea, Zbys- 
zko, Heenan, Strongbow. 
August 1974/Stories include: Sammar- 
tino, Sheik, Albano, Ladd. 
September 1974/Stories include: Sam- 
martino, Graham, Brooks, Bruiser. 
November 1974/Stories include: Gar- 
vins, Mascaras, Sammartino, Graham. 
June 1975/Stories include; Sammartino, 
Abdullah, LeDuc, Brisco. 
August 1 975/Stories include: Valentine, 
Garea, Rhodes, Sammartino. 
September 1975/Stories include: Mas- 
caras, Funk, Valiants, Gagne. 
February ipyel oes eeu: Andre, 
Strongbow, Lewin, B 
March 1976/Stories Lone Ladd, 
Funk, Sheik, Robinson. 
April 1976/Stories include: Mascaras, 
Albano, Flair, Brisco. 
June 1976/Stories include: Sammartino, 
Bockwinkel, Flair, Mascaras. 
nies 1976/Stories include: Funks, 
Mascaras, Sammartino, Putski. 
September 1976/Stories include: An- 
dre, Funk, Hansen, Mascaras. 
October 1976/Stories include: Sammar- 
tino, Race, Johnson, Jones. 
November 1976/Stories include: Mas- 
caras, Wrestling |, Funk, Sammartino. 
December 1976/Stories include: 
Stasiak, Rhodes, Bockwinkel, Orton. 
jevusy DL eda include: Sammar 
February 1977/Stories include: Andre, 
Funk, Sammartino, Gagne. 
May 1977/Stories include: Sammartino, 
Putski, Sheik, Race. 
Aug ih include; Backlund, 
Mascaras, Lawler. 
dea 1977/Stories include; Sam- 
martino, Andre, Mascaras, Brisco. 
October 1977/Stories include: Andre, 
Rhodes, Backlund, Mulligan. 
November 1977/Stories include: Gra- 
ham, Rhodes, Mascaras, Gagne. 
December 1977/Stories include: Andre, 
Mascaras, Johnson, Maivia. 
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March 1978/Stories include: Rhodes, 
Valentine, Backlund, Bockwinkel. 
April 1978/Stories meee, Backlund, 


Graham, Steamboat, Bruiser. 

August 1978/Stories include: Backlund, 
Rhodes, Andre, Hansen. 

October 1978/Stories include: Sammar- 
tino, Andre, Rhodes, McDaniel, 
November 1978/Stories include: 
Rhodes, Backlund, Flair, Steamboat. 
December 1978/Stories include: Sam- 
martino, Rhodes, Wrestling II, Bravo. 
January 1979/Stories include: Sammar- 
tino, Mulligan, Rhodes, Backlund. 
February 1979/Stories include: Race, 
Sammartino, Steamboat, Ladd. 

April 1979/Stories include: Andre, Flair, 
Backlund, Jones. 

May 1979/Stories include: Steamboat, 
Rhodes, Backlund, Heenan. 

June 1979/Stories include: Rhodes, Su- 
perstar, Bockwinkel, Backlund. 

July 1979/Stories include: Rhodes, 
Ladd, Valiant, Brower. 

August 1979/Stories include: Flair, Gar- 
vin, Race, Sammartino. 


September 1979/Stories include: 
eon , Mascaras, Strongbow, 
arvin. 


October 1979/Stories include: Rich, 

Rhodes, Backlund, Putski. 

November 1979/Stories include: Snuka, 

Heenan, Race, Backlund. 

Februai een ote include: Patera, 

Snuka, lbano. 

March 1980/Siories include: Flair, Rich, 

Funk, Duncum. 

April 1980/Stories:include: Hogan, Rich, 

Backlund, Mascaras. 

May 1980/Stories include: Sammartino, 

Murdoch, Mulligan, Bockwinkel, 

June 1980/Stories include: Putski, An- 

dre, Hernandez, Keir. 

ay 1980/Stories include: Rhodes, Von 
Superstar, Blassie. 

es 1980/Stories include: Sammar- 

tino, Wrestling il, Baker, Koloff. 

September 1980/Stories include: Mas- 

Caras, Rhodes, Ladd, Iron Sheik. 


November 1980/Stories include: 
Rhodes, Putski, Bockwinkel, Koloff. 
January 1981/Stories include: Race, 
Snuka, Morales, Slater. 
February 1981/Stories include: Back- 
lund, DiBiase, Bravo, Anderson. 
April 1981/Stories include: Albano, 
Sammartino Jr., Race, McGraw. 
May 1981/Stories include: Iron Sheik, 
Von Erich, Backlund, Santana. 
June 1981/Stories include: Rhodes, 
Hansen, Piper, Gagne. 5 
September 1981/Stories include: 
Patera, Koloff, Khan, Junkyard Dog. 
January 1982/Stories include: Flair, Ho- 
gan, Race, Humperdink. 
February 1982/Stories include: Valen- 
tine, Flair, Steamboat, Rhodes. 
March 1982/Stories include: Rich, Back- 
lund, Idol, Spoiler. 
April 1982/Stories include: Rhodes, An- 
dre, Von Erich, Piper. ~ 
May 1982/Stories include: Backlund, 
Rhodes, Hogan, Von Erich. 
June 1982/Stories include: Valentine, 
Von Erich, Slaughter, Morales. 
July 1982/Stories include: Hogan, 
Rhodes, Steamboat, Adonis. 
August 1982/Stories include; Andre, 
Bockwinkel, Steamboat, Backlund. 

ber 1982/Stories inciude: Atlas, 
Piper, Lawler, Brody. 


OCTOBER 1985 


October 1982/Stories include: Rich, An- 
dre, Piper, Dillon. 
November 1982/Stories include: Flair, 
Snuka, Von Erich, Slaughter. 
December 1982/Stories include: Mulli- 
gan, Rich, Lawler, Grand Wizard. 
February 1983/Stories include: Rhodes, 
Hogan, DiBiase, Race. 
March 1983/Stories include: Junkyard 
Dog, Graham, Johnson, Funk, 
April 1983/Stories include: Snuka, 
Patera, Kabuki, Rich. 

1983/Stories include: Rich, Snuka, 
Sullivan, Steamboat. 


Amount Enclosed; $ 


June 1983/Stories include: Studd, Gar- 
vin, Rogers, Orton, 
July 1983/Stories include: Hogan, Free- 
birds, Rhodes, Youngblood. 
August 1983/Stories include: Junkyard 
Dog, Garvin, Sullivan, Lawler. 
September 1983/Stories include: Zbys- 
zko, Piper, Andre, Hayes. 
October 1983/Stories include: Wrestling 
Il, Backlund, Junkyard Dog, Rhodes. 
November 1983/Stories include: Ho- 
gan, Reed, Von Erich, Dillon. 
December 1983/Stories include: Von 
Erich, Samoans, Valiant, Road Warriors. 
January 1984/Stories include: Von 
Erich, Rich, Superstar, Piper. 
February 1984/Stories include: Abdul- 
lah, Sawyers, Valiant, Von Erich. 
March 1984/Stories include; Junkyard 
Dog, Rich, Rhodes, Garvin. 
April 1984/Stories include: Flair, Steam- 
boat, Superstar, Windham, 
May 1984/Stories include: Iron Sheik, 
Steamboat, Rotundo, Von Erich. 
June 1984/Stories include: Flair, 
Slaughter, Cornette, DiBiase. 
July 1984/Stories include: Valiant, Flair, 
Martel, Wrestling II. 
August 1984/Stories include: Junkyard 
Dog, Magnum T.A., Idol, Spoiler. 
September 1984/Stories include: Mar- 
tel, Brody, Von Erich, !ron Sheik. 
October 1984/Stories include: Bil 
Jack, Road Warriors, Stearnboat, Piper. 
November 1984/Stories include: 
Rhodes, Rich, Hernandez, Warriors. 
December 1984/Stories include: Ho- 
gan, Warriors, Sullivan, Magnum T.A. 
January 1985/Stories include: Magnum 
T.A., Rhodes, Atlas, Von Erich. 
February 1985/Stories include: Rich, 
Adams, Valiant, Flair. 
March 1985/Stories include: Backlund, 
Billy Jack, Koloffs, Von Erichs. 
April 1985/Stories include: Warriors, Al- 
bano & Hogan, Steamboat, Gordy, 
May 1985/Stories include: Slaughter, 
Garvin, Albano, Koloffs. 
June 1985/Stories include: Warriors, 
Slaughter, Von Erichs, Studd & Patera. 
July 1985/Stories include: Hogan, Von 
Erich, Nikita, Warriors. 
August 1985/Stories include: Wrestle- 
mania, Zbyszko vs. The Tonga Kid. 
September 1985/Stories include: Piper, 
Flair, Fantastics, Magnum T.A. 
October 1985/Stories include: Russian 
menace, Von Erichs, Rude & Barr. 
November 1985/Stories include: Steam- 
boat, Adams, Freebirds, Cornette. 
December 1985/Stories include: San- 
aa Brody, Andersons, Murdoch. 
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The Wrestler 


WRESTLING’S 
FIRST 
i. SCAFFOLD 


g-AL 
‘MATCH 


OKO WARE’S EYES widened 
“<0 HO, in amazement as his manager, 
- Jimmy Hart, repeated what hehad . 

just said. i 

“That’s right, a Scaffold 
Match,” said Hart. “The challenge 
came from Bill Dundee this 
morning. It seems he’s beer 
bothered by me, and he wants to 
keep me from interfering in any 
more matches between you and 
him. He thinks a Scaffold Match is 
the answer.” 

“What the hell is a Scaffold 
Match?” Koko Ware asked. 

“Well, the contract stipulates 
that a two-foot-wide scaffold will 
be constructed 144 feet above the 
floor of the ring,” Hart explained. 
“The match will take place on that 
two-foot-wide piece of wood, steel, 
or whatever material is available. If 
a man is knocked off the scaffold 
and falls to the ring below, he’s got 


Dangling by one hand from the scaffold, 
Koko Ware knows the only thing that 
separates him from defeat is a 14%-foot 
drop to the canvas. Koko would suffer 
more than a broken wrist; his damaged 
ego cannot be repaired. 


More dangerous than a Texas Death Match. More violent 
than a Brass Knuckles Street Match. More potential for 
injury than a Barbed Wire Cage Match. It’s a Scaffold Match, 
and its unique and deadly rules would bring the feud 
between Koko Ware and Bill Dundee to new heights 
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Above: Dundee glares at Ware as he climbs to meet him 14 feet 
above the ring. Top right: Both men are very cautious early in the 
match. Right: Straddling the scaffold, Dundee tries to pull his 
opponent off-balance. Below: Ware holds on tightly as Dundee 
tries to push him off the scaffold with his feet. 


a 20-count to climb back to the 
scaffold area. If he’s knocked off 
twice, he loses the match.” 

Koko Ware sat in silence for a 
few minutes. He was con- 
templating the image of battling 
his arch-rival, Bill Dundee, on a 
two-foot-wide expanse of pure 
danger. It would be the 
opportunity of a lifetime to settle 
this feud, he thought..It would also 
be an extremely dangerous match. 
The first of its kind. 

That’s a part of the sport, Koko 
Ware thought. Danger. The man 
who takes the biggest risk is the 
man who stands to gain the most. 
At least that’s the way it often is in 
professional wrestling, a sport that 
thrives on danger and risk. 
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Above: At the 16:28 mark, Dundee is the first man to fall from the scaffold. Below left: 
Dundee gains the advantage with an armtwist. Below right: A weakened Ware is down 
and about ready to go even further down. 


“Where do I sign?” Koko Ware 
asked his manager. Jimmy Hart 
simply handed him the contract 
and smiled. 


RAG 


The audience watched in awe as 
workmen constructed the scaffold 
rigging that would serve as the 
battlefield for Koko Ware and Bill 
Dundee. The buzz of anticipation 
was in the air. No one had ever seen 
a match like this before, and it 
wasn’t likely that anyone there 
would ever have the opportunity to 
see such a confrontation again. 

As Dundee and Ware emerged 
from their respective dressing 
rooms, they stared at the imposing 
structure that stood nearly 15 feet 
above the ring. They knew the risk, 
of course, but it was an all or 
nothing proposition. Pure pride 
was at stake, and only one man 
would walk back to his dressing 
room as the victor in a feud that 
had jasted longer than either man 
would ever have guessed. 

As both men stood atop the 
scaffold, it was clear that each was 
facing two enemies: the flesh and 
blood opponent in front of him, 
and the raw fear that coursed 
through their minds. Fear of what 
might happen on the scaffold itself, 


(Continued on page 60) 
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Nick Bockwinkel 
vs.Dino Bravo: 


MAGNIFICENCE 
IN MONTREAL 


Photos courtesy Montreal Wrestling . 
[Editor’s note: Shortly after this 


story was filed, Nick Bockwinkel 
lost the AWA World title to 
Jumbo Tsuruta in Tokyo, Japan. 
For further details, see “‘What’s 
Happening,”’ on page 8.] 


O ONE HAS to tell a veteran 

athlete when he’s getting stale. 
So when Bobby Heenan suggested 
Nick Bockwinkel watch a videotape 
of a recent match of Bockwinkel’s, 
the wrestler said it wasn’t neces- 
sary. There was nothing he wanted 
to see on it. 

Bockwinkel had- known for 
weeks what was happening. By 
concentrating on the two or three 
top contenders for his AWA belt, 
the champion had fallen into a rut. 
His tactics were becoming predict- 
able and his execution sluggish. He 
was keeping his championship by 
lesser and lesser margins. If this ~ 
kept up, he’d soon be depending 
on luck to see him through. Cham- 
pions who depend on luck are 
quickly ex-champions. 

So Heenan, Bockwinkel’s man- 
ager, never showed the videotape to 
the wrestler. Instead, he sat across 
from Bockwinkel in Nick’s study 
and waited for Nick to say some- 
thing. Bockwinkel stared straight 
across at his manager and intoned, 
“Dino Bravo.” 


IA 
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Love him or hate him, Nick Bockwinkel has always been 
regarded as one of the most intelligent champions in wrestling 
history. Then why would he insist on wrestling Dino Bravo, a man 
whose style gives him more trouble than just about any other 

wrestler, when Bravo was not even a mandatory defense? 


“Without saying anything, 
Heenan put a contract on Bock- 
winkel’s desk. It had Bravo’s signa- 
ture already on it. As. soon as 
Bockwinkel signed, the match 
would be officially scheduled for 
Montreal. Bockwinkel’s smile was 
so tight that it looked as if it hurt 
to move his facial muscles. He 
signed. 

For Nick Bockwinkel, wrestling 
Dino Bravo is like taking distasteful 
medicine. It’s something Bock- 
winkel must do but wishes he 
didn’t have to. Dino pushes Bock- 
winkel to the champion’s limits. 
More than’ once Nick has escaped 
with his title barely intact. Several 
of those times Bravo might have 
become AWA champion if® it 
weren’t for Heenan’s interference. 

When Bockwinkel signs a match 
against Bravo, you can bet it’s be- 
cause Nick needs to do it. He never 
wants to wrestle Bravo. 


<add 


Dino Bravo plants a knee into Bockwinkel’s back (above). Dino avoids a 
and scores a takedown (below right). Trapped in an abdominal stretch (opposite page), Bockwinkel must 
try to remember all the good that comes out of wrestling Bravo. 


Bravo, of course, is always de- 
lighted to get a chance at Bock- 
‘winkel. Not only does Dino long 
for the AWA. World heavyweight 
championship, but the sweetest part 
of all would be to take it from 


Bockwinkel. To see the tricky 
Bockwinkel suffer the sight of Dino 


waving the AWA belt over - his 
head would be Dino’s dream come 
true. Dino also knows the only rea- 
son Bockwinkel will wrestle him is 
for Nick to regain his champion- 
ship edge. That makes Dino’s task 
harder than any other challenger’s. 

The night of the match, Bock- 


winkel looked better than he had in 
months. Every nerve was alive. 
Even in the dressing room he 
moved with the grace of a stalking 
animal. Never was a man so anx- 
ious and ready for combat. Heenan 
never looked happier. 

(Continued on page 48) 
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RIC FLAIR: “BILLY JACK HAS 
WHAT IT TAKES TOBE — 
WORLD CHAMPION...ALMOST?’ 


By Ric Flair 


OW | DON'T want to deflate | 

all the hopes and dreams | | 
that you fans have for this kid Bil- |_~ 
ly Jack. | know he’s called “The © 
People’s Choice’’ for a reason, 
and that reason has to do with 
the fact that there probably isn’t 
one of you fans who doesn’t 
adore this musclebound rookie. 

Well that’s fine. But you’d bet- 
ter listen to the voice of experi- 
ence when | say that Billy Jack 
will never win the NWA World title 

. at least not while those 10 
pounds of gold are strapped 
around my. waist. 

But that’s not to say that Billy 
Jack will never become NWA 
World champion. On the contrary, 
I’m willing to. recognize the fact 
that Billy Jack has what it takes to 
be World champion ... almost. 

Because there are some short- 
comings in Billy Jack that have 
cost him dearly. And as three-time 
NWA World champion, as the 
greatest wrestler in the world to- 
day, I’m going to offer my own 
experience and knowledge and i) =" 
tell you, the readers of this maga- i ee 


Most of the fans who have seen Billy Jack’s title matches 
with NWA World champion Ric Flair agree: “The People’s 
Choice” will one day be champion of the world. But as you 
read Ric Flair’s own analysis of Billy Jack, you'll discover 
that it takes more than talent, strength, and the support of 


the fans to win the greatest prize in all of wrestling 
24 


zine—and you, Billy Jack, if 
you’re reading this—why you'll 
never win the World title from me. 
First let me say that there’s a 
Jot of raw talent in Billy Jack. 
Much of this derives from the fact 
that Billy Jack has been a weight- 
lifter for many years, and with his 
strength and musculature, he’s 
able to bull his opponents into 
submission using a pure strength 
hold like the full-nelson. 
Another plus in Billy Jack’s fa- 
vor is his youth. He’s at that stage 
in his career where he’s impres- 


. Every time Billy Jack wrestles Ric Flair, he seems to get closer to winning his title. Billy 
tries to muscle his way out of Flair’s headlock (opposite page). Billy grabs Flair_in his 
excruciating full-nelson (above) and bounces the champion around the ring (right and 
below). 


(: 
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sionable, where he’s still learning 
a great deal from every match he 
wrestles in, and where—if he 
pays attention, and | mean close 
attention to what he’s doing—he’ll 
be able to improve enormously 
over the next few years. And that 
should be something to watch, 
because he’s a truly formidable 
athlete right now. 

A third asset in this young man 
is that he’s got the fans behind 
him. Now personally, | look after 
Ric Flair first, and if the fans like 
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Flair is able to take advantage of certain weaknesses he sees in Billy Jack. The 


gets his challenger to the canvas and pounds away with his right fist (above). Flair flings 
Billy through the ropes and down to the arena floor (below). 


my style, like my success, then 
that’s fine. I’m not going to bend 
over backward to please the 
fans. But when you’ve got the 
fans on your side, like | had in 
Greensboro, North Carolina, last 
year in my World title cage match 
with Harley Race, it sometimes 
makes you able to dig that much 
deeper for that much more 
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strength when you really need it. 
And where Billy Jack is con- 
cerned—well, he’s already said 
on several occasions that the fans 
are a prime motivating force in his 
career. 

So what do we have here? A 
young man by the name of Billy 
Jack, with a lot of raw talent, a 
physique that is virtually second 


champion 


to none. and with youth and the 
fans on his side. 

Not bad. You might say that 
he’s got what it takes to become 
NWA World heavyweight 
champion. 

Like | said earlier, he does ... 
almost. 

Because in addition to those 
particular assets, Billy Jack has 
several liabilities working against 
him. 

Very obviously, he lacks experi- 
ence. For most of his career, he 
wrestled in the Pacific Northwest. 
His move to Florida was probably 
the best thing he could do for 
himself, because it exposed him 
to a wider variety of opponents, in 
turn forcing him to adapt to a wid- 
er variety of wrestling styles. And 
now that he’s going to be wres- 
tling in the World Class area, he 
should improve even more. But it 
will take years before he gains the 
experience necessary to capture 
the World title. 

The kid also doesn’t have the 
aggressiveness needed to be- 
come champion. You know the 
old saying: ‘‘Nice guys’ finish 
last.” These sayings don’t get to 
be old unless there’s some truth 
to them, daddy. And Billy Jack, 
right now, is simply too nice a guy 
to become champion. He’ll learn; 
that’ll come with experience. 

And Billy lacks something else 
that’s needed to succeed in a 
challenge for the World title: fi- 
nesse. He’s more like an over- 
grown child than a seasoned ath- 
lete. You know when you get a 
14-year- old kid who stands six 
feet tall and weighs 220 pounds? 
He’s clumsy, he’s awkward, and 
he just doesn’t know what to do 
with his body. That’s Billy Jack. 
He’s too clumsy and awkward 
right now. He doesn’t yet have 
the fluidity or the finesse to be 
able to execute the more elegant 
maneuvers in wrestling—maneu- 
vers that, by the way, often make 
the difference between challenger 


(Continued on page 51) 


BUTCH REED | 


WILL HE BETRAY HIS FANS AGAIN? 


Butch Reed is the most popular wrestler 
in the Mid-South right now, but all that 
could change overnight. Reed may turn 
on the fans at the slightest provocation; 
it’s happened before. And in this special 
examination, The Wrestler looks at why it 
may well happen again—and soon! 


Photos by Alice Marie Nelson and Buddy Myers 


ROM NEW YORK to Louisi- 

ana, from California to Maine, 
fans of Mid-South wrestling look 
to Butch Reed these days as one 
of the most honorable and re- 
spected men in the entire profes- 
sional wrestling world. 

Indeed, Reed has done much 
to earn his popularity. In recent 
months, he has battled such rival 
Mid-South wrestlers as Ted DiBi- 
ase, Steve Williams, and Jake 
Roberts. He has also spent much 
of his free time visiting children’s 
hospitals in and around New 
Orleans. 

But as the cheers of the fans 
grow louder, and the number of 
fans supporting Reed grows 
greater, there is also a growing 
danger that Reed will betray these 
loyal fans. 

“| can’t imagine Reed doing 
anything to hurt the fans in Mid- 
South,” said current North Ameri- 
can heavyweight champion Terry 
Taylor. “There's a new attitude 
here in the Mid-South, a new ex- 
citement that’s gripping not only 
the fans, but the wrestlers. Mid- 
South is getting more attention on 
television than ever before, and 
more and more fans are getting 
turned on to the excitement of 
Mid-South wrestling. 

“Butch embodies a lot of that 
excitement,’ Taylor continued, 
“and | know he takes the fans 
very seriously. Deep down, he 
cares so much about the fans, 
and about making sure that 
they're happy. That’s why he 
spends so much of his free time 
at the kids’ hospitals. It’s really, 
really important to him. It’s genu- 
ine, and that’s rare in any man.” 

Perhaps Taylor himself would 
feel as betrayed as the fans if 
Reed were to act as he did nearly 
two years ago. 

At that time, a fan poll was 
sponsored by Mid-South wrestling 
to determine the most popular 
wrestler in that area. The top two 
contenders for that vote were 
Butch Reed and Junkyard Dog. 
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In a close finish, JYD edged 
out Reed. But rather than taking 
the defeat like a man, Reed threw 
a temper tantrum that turned his 
love for the fans and his close 
friend JYD into the most bitter ha- 
tred imaginable. 

What resulted was a violent 
feud between Reed and JYD that 
lasted several months. 

“That was a rough time for 
Mid-South wrestling,’’ said match- 
maker Grizzly Smith. “We were 
all very concerned about Butch, 
and about the attitude he had that 
for some reason told him to 
abuse the fans and destroy JYD. 
That sounds harsh, | know, but 
that’s what it was, and it was 
painful to watch it happen to a 
man like Butch. 

“But recent events in the Mid- 
South, most notably Reed’s differ- 
ences with Gen. Skandor Akbar, 
have straightened him out, | be- 
lieve,” Smith continued. ‘| am to- 
tally and thoroughly convinced 
that Reed is sincere in his actions 
these days.” 

But let’s suppose a minute that 
the emotions that caused Reed to 
turn against the fans and JYD 
nearly two years ago were rekin- 
died. It’s not difficult to imagine. 
Terry Taylor recently captured the 
North American title from Ted Di- 
Biase, and is the recipient of a 

ny 


great deal of fan adoration; The 
Rock ‘n’ Roll Express, who hold 
the Mid-South tag team champi- 
onship, are one of the most popu- 
lar teams in the entire sport. 

What if the jealousy that turned 
Reed into an uncontrollable mad- 
man two years ago resurfaced in 
the face of the fans’ enormous 
love for Taylor and the Rock ’n’ 
Rolls? 

“Boy, that’s a good question,” 
said former North American 


Not long ago, Butch Reed was one of the 
most hated Mid-South wrestlers. Reed acci- 
dentally (?) kicks the referee as he comes 
over the ropes (above). Butch bends the leg 
of the popular Jim Duggan (below). 


The fans have been extremely supportive of 
Reed in his campaign against Steve “Dr. 
Death”’ Williams. Based on his past, though, 
is Reed destined to disappoint the fans 


again? 


heavyweight champion Brad Arm- 
strong. ‘“‘l’ll tell you something: 
I’ve known Butch Reed for a lot of 
years, and I’ve seen him go 
through those changes that you’re 
talking about. Could it happen 
again?” 

Armstrong scratched his head 
and sighed. 

“Well, | hate to say this, but 
yeah, | guess it could happen 
again. I’d hate to see it, though.” 

lf Reed is going to change his 
attitude as he did several years 
ago, it will happen. soon. Why? 

First of all, Mid-South wrestling 
is now on Atlanta SuperStation 
WTBS, a national cable television 
outlet. That means that there are 
more fans of Mid-South wrestling 
now than ever before. If Reed 
were jealous of the Mid-South 
area fans’ adulation of JYD, how 
will that jealousy hold up against 
a nation’s adulation of Terry Tay- 
lor, The Rock ’n’ Roll Express, 
Brad Armstrong, and Hacksaw 
Duggan? ) 

Second, the Mid-South is in a 
state of change right now. The 
North American title has changed 
hands four times in the last six 
months, and tag teams are lining 
up for the belts held by the Rock 
‘n’ Rolls. The fans are following 
these developments very closely, 
and that takes away from atten- 
tion that might otherwise be lav- 
ished on Reed. 

But in addition to the rising 
popularity of Mid-South and the 
fast-changing events there, Reed 
is also facing pressures from men 
like Ted DiBiase, Gen. Skandor 
Akbar, and Giant Kamala. All 
three of these men would like 
nothing better than to cripple 
Reed, placing him out of wrestling 
permanently. 

Lesser men have crumbled un- 
der these kinds of pressures in 
the past. But there’s one point 
that Mid-South fans must consid- 
er: If Reed does turn bad again, 
they should be very careful about 
trusting him the next time. O 
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NE OF THE most inter- 

esting and ferocious 
battles in recent memory was 
recently held in St. Louis 
between NWA champ Harley 
Race and the WWA belt-holder, 
Bruiser. The match went on to 
the one hour time limit and was 
filled with devastating moves. 


Bodies went flying across the 
ring. It was a combination of 
brutality and grace which 
displayed championship 
wrestling at its finest. 

Yet this match, like so many 
others involving WWA battlers, 
received little attention, despite 
a crowd believed to be one of 


the largest ever to attend a 
match in St. Louis history. 

Why? Where was the media 
attention, the recognition that 
WWA stars like Bruiser should 
be receiving? What prevents the 
WWA’s acceptance as one of 
the major associations in 

. Professional wrestling? 


THE WAR BETWEEN 


“| don’t like to think ill of 
people, but | sometimes have 
the feeling that major 
federations are afraid to give us 
equal status. They’re afraid we 
might try to attract fans away 
from their wrestling cards,” said 
one WWA official. “That’s 
something we'd never do.” 
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An NWA offical attending the 
Race-Bruiser match responded 
frankly to the WWA accusation: 

“The WWA falls short - of 
having the required arenas by 
five. That may seem like a trivial 
point, but there must be a set 
number of arenas for the 
federation to schedule matches 


The referee explains some basic ground rules as NWA champion Harley Race and WWA 
champion Bruiser prepare to square off. This was a match fans in both associations 


eagerly anticipated for quite some time. 


in. We’re not afraid of losing 
fans. There are just certain rules 
which must be followed. 

The tumultuous match 
between Race and Bruiser 
should dispel forever any 
doubts about the quality of 
inter-federation brawls. With 
the crowd standing and roaring 
from the start, the two 
champions, Race from the NWA 
and Bruiser from the WWA, 
tangled in a magnificent match, 
no reluctance, no fears, just a 
masterful display of wrestling 
ferocity. 

Bruiser, who has modified his 
old malicious ways, fell into a 
Race trap and found himselfina 
crushing neckhold. Race 
growled, lowered him to the 
ground, quickly released his 
hold, and flung Bruiser around 
the ring by his arms. A brilliant 
move. 

Bruiser rose to his feet and 
flung himself foward, his arms 
extended. His thick hands 

(Continued on page 58) 


When two veterans like Bruiser and Harley Race have a 
confrontation, you know a war has to result. But in this 
particular battle, there was more at stake than just a result for 


the record books 


A beautiful suplex slam by Bruiser sends 
Race flying (above). The match becomes a 
brawl as Bruiser is about to punch the 
NWA champion (right). 


Why does Harley Race believe 
Ric Flair’s third NWA title reign 
will be his shortest? Race’s 
reasons may shock you, but 
they cant be ignored. In this 
revealing article, Race not only 
tells about Flair, but about 
himself, the NWA title, and the 
dangers of being a professional 


wrestler 


EFORE WE BEGIN in earnest, 

let me comment up front on 
what Ric Flair fans. must have 
screamed as soon as they read the 
headline of this story: I'm not a 
neutral observer when it comes to 
the NWA World title. | plan to win 
it again and | plan to take it from 
Flair. People have the right to think 
I’m writing this article as a means 
of psychological warfare. 

At the same time, | contend that 
Ric Flair’s third NWA title reign will 
be his shortest. I’m not going. to 
ask you to take my word for it. All | 
ask is that you read my arguments 
with an open mind. If you don’t 
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By Harley Race 


agree, that’s your privilege. But 
when Flair falls, don’t say | didn’t 
tell you why before it happened. 

When Flair beat Kerry Von Erich 
to win the title a third time, at first 
| figured he’d probably keep it for a 
good, long while. After all, he suf- 
fered the anguish of losing the belt 
twice (and no one knows better 
than | how horrible it feels to suffer 
that!). | assumed he’d do what he 
should be protect it. Like many 
people, | considered his loss to Von 
Erich a combination of a fluke and 
overwork on Flair’s part. 

Then | wrestled Flair. | would 
have beaten him easily except | 


was in shock over how poorly he 
wrestled. | know that sounds like 
sour grapes but it’s true. Flair was 
slow, clumsy, and dull-witted. In 
other words, the man is burnt out. 
In the beginning of the match, | 
figured he was trying to sucker me. 
That’s why | wrestled too cautious- 
ly. Then when | realized he had 
little left, | couldn't take advantage 
of it. It was like being at the scene 
of an accident and stealing the vic- 
tim’s wallet. | pitied Flair. 
Afterward, | wondered if the man 
wasn’t sick or just had one of those 
off nights every wrestler dreads. | 
still couldn’t believe Flair had lost 


so much in so short a time. That’s 
when | decided to see him wrestle 
someone else. The perfect match 
to judge Flair was his battle against 
Ronnie Garvin. 

My choice of Garvin might seem 
strange to the casual wrestling fan. 
The uninformed think he’s not top- 
flight, an impression Garvin doesn’t 
try hard to correct. He prefers to let 
fans and opponents think he’s a 
minor star. This allows him to sur- 
prise his opponents who might 
have thought they didn’t need to 
train hard to wrestle him. Let me 
tell you from experience, no oppo- 
nent ever takes Garvin lightly twice. 

| knew Flair wouldn’t take him 
lightly. Ric knew he had to be at 
his best to defeat Garvin. If there 
was anything left of the Flair abili- 
ty, it would have to be shown in 
this match. 

Before going any further, fairness 
forces me to admit that Flair was at 
one time something special. When 
he defeated me for the NWA belt 
the last time, he was. an 
extraordinry athlete. In several of 
his matches after that title victory. 

(Continued on page 62) 


Harley Race, who predicts Ric Flair's demise® hoists the NWA World champion over his 
head (opposite page). Harley was particularly interested in Flair’s match with Ronnie 
Garvin. Ronnie leaps upon Flair from the turnbuckles (top left) and backdrops the champ 
(above right). A bloody Flair assumes the advantage (below). 
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INVADE JAPAN! 


Not content with the level of competition they’ve been facing in the 
United States, The Road Warriors and Paul Ellering set out to 
conquer new horizons. Their first target for destruction: Japan! 
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THE EARLY YEARS 
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Wrestling as Terry Boulder in the Mid-Southern area in early 
1981, Hulk Hogan battles Pete Austin (above left), Jerry Lawler 
(right), Larry Latham (below left), and Ron Bass (bottom right). 
Roddy Piper, take note: Hulk Hogan can grow hair on his chest! 


WWF RULEBREAKER 


BEE, as 
Freddie Blassie boasts his wrestler’s ‘24-inch pythons” (above). 
Having been pinned by Tony Atlas while his foot was on the ropes, 
the Hulk shows referee Dick Kroll that he does not take defeat well 
(top right). 
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Hogan was anything but the fans’ favorite in matches against Andre 
the Giant (left), Gorilla Monsoon (above), and Bob Backlund (below). 
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Knowing he would not be able to beat Hogan in this special wrist- 
wrestling ‘challenge, Jesse Ventura would flip over the table and 
attack the Hulk. 


Hogan first began wrestling against rulebreakers when he moved 
into the AWA. The Hulkster slams a chair against Jerry Blackwell’s 
head (above). One of Hogan’s frustrating title matches with AWA 
champion Nick Bockwinkel (below). 


Hogan applies a rib-crushing bearhug on Ken Patera (above). In 
defense of America, The Hulk attacks Mr. Saito’s manager, Mr. 
Hatori, with the Japanese flag (below). 


WWF CHAMPION 


Hogan sends The Iron Sheik sprawling during his WWF title-winning effort on January 23, 
1984 (above left). Teaming with Andre the Giant was one of the biggest thrills of his career. 
The two make a sandwich of Ken Patera (above right). 


A partnership was instantly formed when Mr. T rushed into the Madison Square Garden ring 
to rescue Hulk Hogan from Roddy Piper, Cowboy Bob Orton, and Paul Omdorff in February 
(above). A month later, Hogan and Mr. T exhaustedly fall into each other’s arms after their 
WrestleMania victory over Piper and Omdorff (right). 
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BEYOND THE SQUARED CIRCLE 
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After playing “Thunderlips” opposite Sylvester Stallone in Rocky iil © 
' (above), Hogan made an appearance on The Tonight Show With Johnny 
Carson (above right). Hogan poses for The Wrestler’s Bill Apter (below). 


ee Boe 5 
Cyndi Lauper wins a Grammy Award, and Ho- 
gan is there to help her celebrate (above). 
Lauper, Hogan, and Mr. T discuss NBC’s Satur- 
day Night’s Main Event at a press gathering in 
New York (below). 


BRUISER BRODY & STAN HANSEN: 
Today Puerto Rico, Tomorrow The AWA? 


TAN HANSEN TOOK the tag 


from his partner, Bruiser 
Brody. As his 283-pound body 
charged into the ring, Hansen 
thrust his right arm into the air, 
extended his index and pinky fin- 
gers in his characteristic salute, 
and let out a Texas war cry that 
seemed to begin at his feet and 
grow louder with each inch as ‘it 
approached his mouth: - 
“Hoooo!”’ Hansen howled. Sec- 
onds later he was choking King 
Tonga on the ropes, yelling at no 
one in particular as he did so: 
“Look at this punk! Take this! 
Hahaha! Texas justice! Hoooo!” 


And in the corner of the ring, 
Bruiser Brody smiled in admira- 
tion of the destructive tactics of 
his tag team partner. 

Brody and Hansen, who defeat- 
ed fan favorites Tonga and Carlos 
Colon on this night, are the. most 
feared combination in Puerto 
Rico. Several prominent Puerto 
Rican promoters will not have 
them compete in their arenas due 
to the heavy damage they tend to 
inflict to the dressing room areas, 
the ring, and, most of all, to their 
opponents. 

One Puerto Rican promoter 
spoke to The Wrestler about the 


team of Hansen and Brody, but 
wished to remain anonymous to 
avoid possible retaliation by the 
team. 

“The last time | booked them 
into one of my arenas,” the pro- 
moter said, “they caused total 
havoc. | don’t know what they did 
to psych themselves up before 
their match, but they totally de- 
stroyed my dressing rooms: three 
broken tables, four broken mir- 
rors, two lockers rendered com- 


pletely useless ... and | cant 
count the number of broken 
chairs. 


“Then, during the match, they 


A brutal tag team match in Puerto Rico saw two formidable powerhouses— 
Bruiser Brody and Stan Hansen—joining forces against the team of Carlos 
Colon and King Tonga. Was the Brody-Hansen team simply a one-shot 
affair, or is Brody scouting a permanent new tag team pariner to aid him in | 
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his conquest of the AWA? 


Photos by Chaz Fenn 
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King Tonga is strangled with the ring rope by Hansen (left) and chopped 
in the throat by Brody (above). The Puerto Rican fans are dismayed by 
Hansen’s treatment ‘of Carlos Colon (below and bottom). 


started slamming chairs all over 
the place, in the ring, at ringside, 
over their opponents’ heads. 
There were wooden chairs and 
metal chairs spread around the 
arena. | forget whether it was 
Hansen or Brody, but one of them 
slammed one of the wooden 
chairs to bits on the ring apron, 
and the splinters went flying. They 
picked up the splintered wood 
and were just about to use them 
on their opponents when about 12 
other wrestlers came in to stop 
them. 

“Il confronted Brody and Han- 
sen about what they did at the 
end of the night, after they had 
showered and were ready to 
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Hansen, in control, has Tonga down on his 
hands and knees, vulnerable to absorb 
more punishment (above). Brody lifts Tonga 
by the shoulder and pants, and slams him 
to the mat (below). 


leave,” the promoter said. “They 
just laughed in my face and left 
the arena slapping each other on 
their backs like they had just com- 
pleted a job well done. After that, 
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| vowed never to have Hansen or 
Brody in any of my arenas ever 
again.” 

But it’s that very penchant for 
reckless destruction that has pro- 
vided Brody and Hansen with 
their unique reputations. 

“Hansen is a wildman,’ ‘said 
Colon in his dressing room after 
the match. ‘Pound for pound, 
he’s one of the strongest men in 
the sport, and he uses any and all 
means at his disposal for unleash- 
ing that strength on his opponent. 

“Brody is simply a maniac,” 
Colon said, ‘but he’s a maniac 
under control. He has an exten- 
sive knowledge of scientific moves 
and maneuvers, and he couples 
that with an uncanny attitude of 
total recklessness. | wouldn’t want 
to step into the ring against him, 
no matter how big | was or how 
much experience | had. He’s too 
dangerous a man.” 

Most recently, Brody has invad- 
ed the AWA under the manage- 
ment of Sheik Adnan Al-Kaissie. 
Brody has cut. a bloody swath 
through the area in his singles 
matches, and speculation has 


arisen that Al-Kaissie is looking for 
the proper tag team partner with 
whom Brody can take the AWA 
World belts from Baron Von 
Raschke and The Crusher. 

Perhaps he need look no fur- 
ther than Puerto Rico. 

“The team of Stan Hansen and 
Bruiser Brody has already estab- 
lished supremacy in Puerto Rico,” 
admitted Colon, ‘‘and | think that 
they would be one of the most 
formidable teams ever to hit the 
AWA. | think that if it happened, 
there would wind up being a ma- 
jor feud between Hansen and 
Brody and The Road Warriors, 
who are now making quite a repu- 
tation for themselves throughout 
the AWA. 4 

“But the problem right now is 
that Hansen has made some 
commitments in the Mid-Atlantic 
area, while Brody is contracted to 
Al-Kaissie in the AWA,” Colon 
said. ‘‘For Al-Kaissie to get Han- 
sen to the AWA to team with 
Brody would take a great amount 
of money. He would have to buy 
out all of Hansen’s Mid-Atlantic 


contracts. 
“Of course,’’ Colon continued, 
“Al-Kaissie’s been known to 


spread a lot of money around in 
the past, so there’s no reason to 
think he wouldn’t do the same 
thing now.” 

Indeed, Hansen fits the mold of 
the kind of wrestler that Al-Kaissie 
favors. - 

Along with Brody, Al-Kaissie 
now has Abdullah the Butcher in 
his stable, a man whose wrestling 
style is that of a destructive jug- 
gernaut. Should Al-Kaissie bring 
Hansen to the AWA and team 
him with Brody, he would be un- 
leashing a destructive force upon 
the area the likes of which AWA 
fans have only heard rumors 
about. The team of Brody and 
Hansen is experienced, powerful, 
deadly ... 

... And a dangerous threat to 
the AWA just waiting to occur. 
The next move is Al-Kaissie’s. C1 
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July 1980/COLOR STARSHOT: The 


Sheik, Cover story; Bruno Sammartino. 
PLUS; Wrestling II, Race, Ladd, Albano. 


August 1980/COLOR STARSHOT: Ko- 
loff and Smirnoff. Cover story: Bruno vs. 
Zbyszko. PLUS: Idol, Von Erichs, 
Rhodes, Hogan. 


June 1982/COLOR POSTER: Nick 
Bockwinkel. Cover story: Adonis & Ven- 
tura. PLUS: Snuka, Patera, Flair. 


August 1982/COLOR POSTER: Dino 
Bravo, Cover story: Steamboat & Rich. 
PLUS: Andre, Martel, Piper, Blassie, 


September 1982/COLOR POSTER: 
Blackjack Mugen Jr. Cover story: Tom- 
my Rich. PLUS: Piper, Snuka, Von 
Erich, Martel, AWA Sheiks. 


October 1982/COLOR POSTER: Jerry 
Lawler. Cover story: Ric Flair. PLUS: 
Rhodes, Graham, Race, Funk Jr. 


December 1982/COLOR POSTER; 
Rick Martel. Cover story: Hulk Hogan. 
PLUS; Von Erich, Orndorff, Albano. 


January 1983/COLOR POSTER: Ken 
Patera. Cover story: Rick Steamboat. 
PLUS: Rich, Brody, Sullivan, Backlund. 


February 1983/COLOR POSTER: Ivan 
Putski. ir story: Rhodes vs. Garvin. 
PLUS: Snuka, Super Destroyer, Bock- 
winkel, Funk. 


April 1983/COLOR POSTER: Superstar 
Graham. Cover story: Mil Mascaras. 
~ PLUS: Valentine, Orndorff, Hart. 
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Complete your collection of PRO 
WRESTLING ILLUSTRATED. Don’t miss out 
on the excellence that has made PW/ the 
leader in wrestling journalism. PLUS—Each 
issue contains a giant FULL-COLOR poster 
of one of your favorite wrestling stars. 
Quantities limited—order today! 


May 1984/COLOR POSTER: Hacksaw 
Butch Reed. Cover story: Hulk Hogan. 
PLUS: Road Warriors, Fabulous Ones, 
Flair, Rotundo. 

June 1984/COLOR POSTER: Dick 
Slater. Cover story: Ted DiBiase. PLUS: 
Wrestling !], Magnum T.A., Patera, One 
Man Gang, Hogan. 

July 1984/COLOR POSTER: Pau! Eller- 
ing. Cover story: Jimmy Valiant. PLUS: 
JYD, Fabulous Ones, Gagne, Windham. 


August 1984/COLOR POSTER: Stan 
Hansen, Cover story: Jerry Lawier. 
PLUS: Sullivan, Slaughter, Blackwell & 


June 1985/COLOR POSTER: Barry 
Windham. Cover story; Dusty Rhodes. 
PLUS; ene Hogah, Von Erich, 
Magnum T.A. 


July 1985/COLOR POSTER: Sot. 
Slaughter, Cover story; Hogan vs. Piper. 
PLUS: Road Warriors, One Man Gang, 
Magnum T.A., Martel. 


ie 1985/COLOR POSTER; Rock 
n’ Roll Express. Cover story; Von 
Erichs. PLUS: Slaughter, Hogan, NWA ! 
scouting reports. 

September 1985/COLOR POSTER: 
Junkyard Dog. Cover story; Magnum 


June 1983/COLOR POSTER: Cowboy 
Bob Orton. Cover story: Rick Martel. 
PLUS: Von Erich, Slaughter, Muraco. 


July 1983/COLOR POSTER: tvan Ko- 
loff. Cover story: Tommy Rich, PLUS: 
Patera, Von Erich, Snuka, Geigel. 
August 1983/COLOR POSTER: Larry 
Zbyszko. Cover story: Roddy Piper. 
PLUS; Sullivan, Zbyszko, Von Erich, 
Wrestling Il. . 


October 1983/COLOR POSTER: Junk- 
yd Dog, Cover story: Tommy Rich, 
LUS: Johnson, Adonis, Rhodes, Piper. 


November 1983/COLOR POSTER: Patera, Flair T.A. PLUS: Von Erich, Hogan, AWA 
Roddy Piper. Cover story: Harley Race. Wiss scoutingreports, ‘ 
PLUS: Santana, Mascaras, Ellering, Val- | September 1984/COLOR POSTER: a reperts 


lant, Race. 

December 1983/COLOR POSTER: Wa- 
hoo McDaniel. Cover story: Dusty 
Rhodes. PLUS: Hayes, Steamboat, 
Hansen, DiBiase. 


Hulk Hogan. Cover ay The Road 
Warriors, SPECIAL FIFTH ANNIVERSA- 
RY ISSUE—A Look Back At Wrestling In 
The PW/ Years. 


October 1984/COLOR POSTER: Billy 
Jack. Cover story: Kerry Von Erich. 
PLUS: Martel, Blanchard, Fabulous 
Blonds, Armstrong. 


November 1984/COLOR POSTER: 

Rick Martel. Cover story: Sgt. Slaughter, 
PLUS: Von Erich, Road Warriors, Wind- 
ham, Rotundo. 


December 1984/COLOR POSTER: 
Kerry Von Erich. Cover:story: Barry 
Windham. PLUS: Rich, Martel, McDan- 
iel, WWF-NWA TV war, 


January 1985/COLOR POSTER: Tito 
Santana. Cover story: Road Warriors. 
PLUS: Billy Jack, Hayes, 1984 fan ballot, 


February 1985/COLOR POSTER: Mag- 
num T.A. Cover story: Rick Martel. 
PLUS: Hogan, Backlund, Ellering. 


March 1985/SPECIAL YEAR-END 
AWARDS ISSUE! FOUR PAGE COLOR 
SECTION: Billy Jack, Roddy Piper, Ric 
Flair vs. Kerry Von Erich; PLUS: 1984— 
The Year In Review. 


April 1985/COLOR POSTER: Ronnie 
Garvin. Cover story: Jimmy Snuka. 
PLUS; Warriors, Gordy, Flair, Rhodes. 


May 1985/COLOR POSTER: Road 
Warriors. SPECIAL TAG TEAM ISSUE! 
Cover story: Fabulous Ones & Rock ‘n’ 
Roll Express. PLUS: Windham & Rotun- 
do, Von Erich & Billy Haynes, PW/ Rates 
Top 15 teams, 
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OCTOBER 1985 


“October 1985/COLOR POSTER: Chris 
Adams. Cover story: Steamboat. PLUS; 
Warriors, Nikita, WWF scouting reports. 


November 1985/COLOR POSTER: 
Randy Savage. Cover story: Ric Flair. 
PLUS: Slaughter, Steamboat, World 
Class scouting reports. 


December 1985/COLOR POSTER: 
Jesse Ventura. Cover story: Great Ameri- 
can Bash, PLUS: Von Erich, Orndorff, 
Williams & DiBiase. 


January 1986/COLOR POSTER: Hack- 
saw Duggan. Cover story: Hulk Hogan. 
PLUS: Magnum-T.A,, Brody, Gagne. 


JULY 1985 


January 1984/COLOR POSTER: Harley 
Race, r story: Rick Martel. PLUS: 
Snuka, Freebirds, Dillon, Sawyer, 


February 1984/COLOR POSTER: Jim 
Garvin & Sunshine, Cover story: Greg 
Valentine. PLUS; Super Destroyer, 
Race, Sawyer, Abdullah. 

April 1984/COLOR POSTER: Rocky 


Johnson, Cover story: Ric Flair. PLUS: 
Hogan, Andre, Rich, Bundy. 
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for seeing distant objects 5 
times as big, hundreds of 
yards away, clearly, brightly! 


rss MICROSCOPE 


for examining objects fabrics 
etc., 25 times their actual size 


Please send me ___ Pocket Spy Scopes at $3.79 plus 
50¢ postage and handling. | understand it is sold with a 
money-back guarantee of satisfaction. 
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Start Instantly to Give you Sledge Hammer 
sing Power and Strength. “Hammer Fists” 
weighted arm builders buckle on your wrists so you 
can wear them anytime at work or play. 


Reinforce Your Power. Build Your Strength. 
Silently, without any special effort, hour by hour, day 
by day your arms grow to new fearsome, sledge 
hammer, power. Just wearing “Hammer Fists’’ give 
you the proud masculine feeling that says ‘'I can take 
care of myself.” 


WARNING “Hammer Fists’ are intended only to im- 
prove the strength of the arms. They should not be 
worn during any fight, martial arts, boxing or physical 
contact sports. The weight added to the arm increases 
the danger of serious injury to an opponent. 


Order “Hammer Fists'’ power packed weighted 
wristband. Use for 10 days. If you don’t see im- 
mediate and growing improvements in the size and 
strength of your arms; if you don't instantly feel more 
owerful, more masculine, more capable, moré 
earless—You can return it for refund of the full pur- 
chase price. Send po $4.98 plus 75¢ shipping for 
one. ($8.98 plus $1.50 shipping far two). 
“Hammer Fist” Dept. 26415 
P.0. Box 1164, Bellmore, N.Y. 11710 


could gain an advantage. 


BOCKWINKEL-BRAVO 


(Continued from page 23) 


Bockwinkel enjoys a rare instance in the 
match in which he holds the upper hand 
(above left). But Dino soon regains the ad- 
vantage, applying a wraparound leglock on 
the champion (above right). 


Bravo was strangely calm in his 
dressing room, as if marshaling all 
his concentration on the coming 
bout. All the preparation was com- 
plete. Now he could only wait for 
the moment of battle. 

The two men entered the arena 
to loud but sharply different ova- 
tions. Bravo was greeted by cheers 
and -Bockwinkel strutted down the 
aisle to boos and catcalls. Once the 
two men were inside the ring, they 
stood and faced each other with a 
professional athlete’s sense of duty. 

At the bell, the two men warily 
came together. What happened 
then could better be described by 
epic poets than journalists. Like 
two thundering gods of war, they 
battled furiously for what seemed 
strangely like both an instant and 
an eternity. At first, neither man 
Then 
Bockwinkel seemed to be in con- 
trol, only for Bravo to confound 
him. Then Bravo seemed to be un- 
stoppable, but Bockwinkel used his 
sly, illegal tactics to thwart Dino’s 
victory. Every so often, one looked 


to Heenan, who watched the match 
as if he was staring at a ghost that 
hated his guts. 

The final minute showed Bock- 
winkel at-his worst. He gave up 
trying to win. Instead, he decided 
to escape with his title. Grabbing 
Bravo by the arm, he swung his 
foe so that the two wrestlers were 
surrounding the referee. An instant 
later, the referee lay on the mat 
unconscious. One didn’t need a di- 
agram to understand what hap- 
pened. Bockwinkel had knocked 
the referee unconscious. 

Several seconds later, the referee 
regained his senses enough to an- 
nounce Bockwinkel was disquali- 
fied. Nick pretended to be enraged 
and contended loudly that Bravo 
had done the damage. Nobody be- 
lieved Nick’s anger. They knew 
he’d done the deed and why. 
Nick’s look of genuine relief when 
he left the ring and made for 
the dressing room told the story. 

The next day, Bockwinkel and 
Heenan left Montreal for a series 
of scheduled defenses in Japan with 
huge smiles on their faces. Mission 
accomplished. Found, one AWA 
champion’s wrestling edge. They 
were ready to take on the world 
again. im 
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BILLY JACK 


(Continued from page 26) PREMIUM 
hae BACK ISSUES 


I've wrestled Billy Jack on sev- WRESTLER ANNUAL & 


eral occasions, and |’ve experi- 


enced his style firsthand, so | PRO WRESTLING ILLUSTRATED 


know what I’m talking about. This : . wh: 7 
is the voice of knowledge speak- The back issues available in this ad are the top of our line. All of 


: : : these magazines contain a color section, and many were news- 
ing, daddy, and |’m saying that : : Tay, 

Billy Jack is one rough, tough, dif- stand sellouts. They are priced at only $3.00 each, so don’t delay, 
: order today. 

ficult customer. 


In fact, I'm going to go out ona}! . WRESTLER ANNUAL 
limb and say that Billy Jack may This special collection of the most requested stories published in The Wrestler 
someday be one of the best wres- includes two fabulous color pinups in each issue. 
tlers in the sport. Eventually, he rast Taircatlt 
might even come close to being 
almost as fine an athlete as yours 
truly. 

Yes, Billy Jack does have tal- 
ent. Yes, Billy Jack does have a 
physique. Yes, Billy Jack will be- 
come NWA World heavyweight 
champion someday. 

But not as long as |’m champi- 
on. Whoo! O 
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Garvin manages a brief offensive, but for the most part, Sawyer controlled the flow of 
the action. Not long before, when the same two men wrestled on television, the 


momentum went in the opposite direction. 


how to look normal. It was 
probably the closest thing to 
sheer hell that | had 
experienced up to that point. 

| think Buzz Sawyer is going 
through the very same thing 
that | went through. | can’t even 
imagine what it must be like to 
have three or four television 
cameras staring me in the face. 
Wrestling is tough enough, 
particularly against an 
opponent that you've been 


battling for months. But to have 
the added media pressure can't 
help Sawyer one bit. 

Then again, there are some 
wrestlers who work better 
under that kind of intense 
media :pressure. They realize 
that there are millions of 
wrestling fans nationwide 
tuning in and their egos just 
drink it up like there’s no 
tomorrow. They thrive on 
pressure and attention, and the 


presence of the media 
increases their energy level. 

| don't think Sawyer benefits 
from that attention. I’ve seen 
him on television from Florida 
and from the Midwest, and in all 
cases he’s much less of an 
effective wrestler than he 
is live. 

Then again, perhaps now that 
Sawyer knows what the 
problem is and realizes that it’s 
only cameras and viewers on 
the other side of those cameras, 
just like there are fans viewing 
his matches on the other side of 
those ring ropes in the Omni, 
maybe he'll be able to turn 
himself around and become as 
effective a wrestler in a 
television setting as he is a 
wrestler in strictly an arena 
setting. 

| hope so. | may not agree 
Garvin postpones his eventual defeat by kicking out of Sawyer's pinning attempt atthe With his style, but Buzz Sawyer 
last second. The blood on Sawyer's torso and trunks was spilt by Garvin. deserves to be seen for the 
skilled athlete that he is. O 
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INTRODUCTION 


(Continued from page 6) 


Dino Bravo stares across the ring at his foe 
for the night, Nick Bockwinkel. Bravo and 
Bockwinkel engaged in one of the greatest 
Matches ever seen in Montreal. 


you to this beautiful Canadian city 
and buys you a ringside seat for one 
of the most classic—and classiest— 
matches of all time. 

Billy Jack Haynes is one of the 
strongest men in wrestling. And over 
the past few years, he has learned 
how to integrate his strength with a 
repertoire of fine holds. Ric Flair is 
perhaps the smartest man in all of 
wrestling. And he can hold his own 
when it comes to power maneuvers 
as well, Flair has wrestled Haynes on 
numerous occasions, and the NWA 
champion has admitted he was im- 
pressed. Ric Flair: “Billy Jack Has 
What It Takes To Be Champion—Al- 
most!” (April 1985) may: not sound 
like a compliment to you, but com- 
ing from the cocky Flair,’ it is high 
praise indeed, 

Few wrestlers have the natural 
gifts that Butch Reed has. But one 
“natural gift” this fine wrestler lacks 
is an even temperament. Too often, 
he has become frustrated and has 
turned on his friends and the fans. 
Currently, Butch is entrapped in a 
feud in the Mid-South against former 
friend Dick Murdoch. This time, the 
fans are on Reed's side. But a ques- 

(Continued on page 56) 
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INTRODUCTION 


(Continued from page 54) 
tion we asked about a year ago is 
just as intriguing today. Butch Reed: 
Will He Betray The Fans Again? (July 
1985). Let's hope the answer remains 
a loud “No!” 

A fan named Jerry Tompkins re- 
cently wrote a letter to us that com- 
plained, “‘Why is it that you people 
never do stories on the greatest leg- 
end in wrestling history anymore? 
I'm talking about Harley Race, of 
course. Ever since he lost his title to 
Ric Flair, you people have been ig- 
noring him. Worse, there are many 
new wrestling fans who never heard 
of Race! At least reprint some old 
stuff or! him so these young, unin- 
formed wimps can read about him.” 
Well, Mr. Tompkins, rest easy. We 
agree with your assessment of Race, 
and, to prove it, we are printing two 
articles on him back to back. In the 
first, The War Between Bruiser And 
Harley Race, (May 1978), we see a 
Race in his prime, as tough and as 
mean as the Midwest land that 
spawned him. And as for the second 
story, well when it comes to title 
reigns, no man has more experience 
than Harley Race, who has held the 
NWA title a record seven times. 
Soon after Ric Flair won the NWA 
title a third time, Race was asked to 
write a story for The Wrestler. As a 
sworn enemy of Flair’s, Race wasn’t 


. te 
Ric Flair and Harley Race battle in a cage. 
Nobody knows more about wrestling—and 
title reigns—than the former seven-time 
NWA champion Race. 


expected to be impartial—and he 
wasn’t. Still, his observations were 
interesting. “Ric Flair’s Third Title 
Reign Will Be His Shortest” by Harley 
Race (October 1984) raised eyebrows 
when it was printed, although it 
seems mild today. Ironically, we now 
know that Ric Flair’s third title reign 
is actually his longest! Still, Ric has a 
long way to go to equal Harley 
Race’s historic achievements. 

They are, simply, awesome. And 
as big as they look to Americans, 
The Road Warriors look twice as 
huge to the diminutive Japanese. Ten 
Days Of Blood And Glory: The Road 
Warriors Invade Japan (August 1985) 
takes you on tour with the world’s 
most ferocious tag team. 

His career has been truly remark- 
able. Hulk Hogan has risen from 
musclebound volleyball ‘player on 
the beach at Venice, California, to 
become the number one sports star 
in the world. The Amazing Career Of 
Hulk Hogan—From Rookie To Cham- 
pion (September 1985) starts at the 
very beginning of his career. With 
some never-before-seen photographs 
that only The Wrestler can provide, 
this is indeed a collector's item to 
treasure for years to come. 

They are big, they are mean, they 
are untamable, and, yes, for a while 
they were a tag team. Bruiser Brody 
And Stan Hansen: Today Puerto Rico, 
Tomorrow The AWA? (November 
1984) profiles a duo with destruction 
on its mind. Hansen and Brody nev- 
er brought their team to the AWA, 
although Hansen is currently there 
as the number one contender for 
Rick Martel’s AWA belt. Will Brody 
join Hansen in ‘86? If so, will they be 
a match for The Road Warriors? 
Whatever happens, after you read 
this story, consider yourself warned 
to the possibilities. 

That's the lineup this month. If 
you have any comments or criti- 
cisms, we'd love to hear them. Send 
them to; 

Wrestler Annual 

Box 48 

Rockville Centre, NY 11571. 

See you in April with our Summer 
issue. 0 
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BRUISER AND HARLEY RACE 


(Continued from page 31) 


Bruiser kicks Harley in the face as the NWA king tries to reenter the ring. Although 
much of the match was scientific, violent brawling did erupt and the fans witnessed 
one of the best matches in years. 


wrapped around Race’s neck, 
Bruiser barreled his meaty skull 
into the NWA champ’s stomach 
and tossed him backward. Race 
landed on his knees after doing 
an awkward somersault. 

The second fall began with 
both men grappling furiously in 
the center of the ring, struggling 
to find an opening. Suddenly, 
Bruiser’s right leg darted out 
and tripped Race onto the 
canvas. Surprised, though not 
stunned, Race dove to the side 


as Bruiser came crashing down: 


knee-first, only to discover an 
empty mat. Harley scampered 
to his feet, leaped atop Bruiser’s 
back and twisted the thick arm 
upward until it grazed Bruiser’s 
neck. 

A savage roar was followed 
by a spinning motion and 


Bruiser regained the edge, the 
second fall ending with the 
titans rolling out of the ring. 

“| don’t understand why the 
WWA doesn’t get more 
publicity,” Race said after the 
match. “I can’t remember a 
tougher opponent than Bruiser. 
He’s something else.” 

Immediately after the match, 
talk centered around a possible 
rematch. Bruiser seemed quite 
excited about the prospect, as 
did Race, but for different 
reasons. 

“| love wrestling someone like 
Race,” said Bruiser. “I don’t like 
him, but we do really go at it. 
Maybe people will realize that 
the WWA is a major federation 
and should be treated like one. 
The more opportunities we get 
to wrestle against NWA, AWA 


x ‘ 


As the match nears its climax, Bruiser 
does everything he can think of to try to 
win Race’s NWA championship. 


and WWWF guys, the better it 
will be for all of us. There’s 
always a need for more good 
wrestling. All those rules about 
not having enough arenas 
makes no sense to me.” 

“Competition brings out the 
best in me. Wrestling against 
Bruiser again would be great. | 
want the opportunity to bash in 
his skull. He has nice-colored 
blood,” Race chuckled. “But | 
just got a phone call from 
someone whose name | can’t 
reveal. This man, quite 
influential, suggested that | 
hold off on a rematch with 
Bruiser. He said that he didn’t 
want the WWA to get too much 
exposure.” 

Who is that man? An official? 
A fellow wrestler? 

“Just someone 
important position in wres- 
tling,’”’ Race evaded the 
questions hurled at him. “l 
didn’t say | was going through 
with it. | don’t care what 
federation you’re from. If they 
don't like it you know what they 
can do. I'll wrestle whoever | 
want. No one threatens me.” 

There was a threat? 

“Yeah,” Race said softly. 
“Who's afraid of the WWA?” 0 
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FIRST SCAFFOLD MATCH 


(Continued from page 21) 


es es 


Manager Jimmy Hart knows he made a mistake by signing his wrestler to a Scaffold 


Match: Koko Ware has a broken wrist, and Bill Dundee (out of the picture) is gloating 


15 feet above. 


and fear of what could happen as 
the result of an unexpected fall. 
Both men wrestled tentatively at 
first, but their confidence grew as 
they became accustomed to their 
strange surroundings. Both men 


found themselves scrambling to 
maintain a fingerhold on the 
scaffold as literally dozens of near 
falls occurred during the first 10 
minutes of the match. 

There was a gasp from the 


audience, the same kind of asound 
you might hear at the circus when 
the high-wire artist feigns a 
misstep. But there was no falsity 
here: The gasp was followed by a 
mixture of cheers and horrified 
screams as Bill Dundee hurtled to 
the mat 16 minutes and 28 seconds, 
after the match had begun. 

The 20-count began: Koko Ware 
stood triumphantly above his 
opponent as Dundee scrambled to 
the top of the scaffold. A veritable 
king of the hill as he towered above 
the now-insignificant ring, Koko 
Ware was clearly in charge of the 
match. All he had to do was knock 
Dundee to the mat and it would all 
be over. 

The 20-count reached 18 when 
Dundee finally stood atop the 
scaffold once more. Koko Ware 
took an instant attack position, but 
Dundee retreated a bit, waiting for 
his opening. About a minute and a 
half later, that opening came. 

Dundee scored a hard right to 
Koko Ware’s head which sent him 
falling to the mat... but Koko 
Ware was fast, and he reached out 
with his arms, catching the edge of 
the scaffolding at the last second. 
Hanging precariously above the 
mat, Ware struggled to pull himself 
back to his feet, but Dundee 
loosened Ware’s grip with a few 
heels to the hand. Koko Ware 
dropped to the mat, riearly 15 
feet below. 


oh 


The doctor wasn’t sure whether 
it was Dundee’s attack on the hand 
or the impact of the fall itself, but 
he was certain, even before the X- 
rays were taken, that Ware had 
suffered a fractured wrist. 

“Bill Dundee may think he won 
some kind of a victory the other 
night,” said Ware. “I'll tell you one 
thing, though: That match settled 
nothing. All Dundee proved was 
that he can kick a man when he’s 
down. Big deal. Pll heal up soon 

. and I'll be back to claim my 
revenge.” O 
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RIC FLAIR 


(Continued from page 33) 


Race cries out as Flair applies an agonizing abdominal stretch. Race claims that wrestlers 
are too stunned by Flair’s ‘‘incompetence” to wrestle him effectively. Soon, according to 
the seven-time NWA champion, Flair will lose his title. 


he was as good as anyone in the 
sport. On a given night, he could 
take anyone and do it brilliantly. 
His economy of movement, strate- 
gies, and ability to think with light- 
ing swiftness made him seem 
unstoppable. 

By the time he lost to Von Erich, 
there was little of that left. He was 
incredibly lucky to take the title 
back from Von Erich, something he 
never could have done if Kerry was 
a little more experienced. Since 
then, he’s kept his title because his 
opponents can’t believe his skills 
have left him so completely. 

The Garvin match proved that. 
As a professional, | could tell Gar- 
vin was stunned by Flair’s incom- 
petence. Time and again, Garvin 
failed to take advantage of open- 
ings because he thought it was too 
easy; Flair had to be tricking him. 
As the match wore on, Garvin real- 
ized this was no trick; Flair is fin- 
ished as a wrestler. If it weren't for 
the referee’s inability to enforce the 
rules, Garvin would have been the 
new NWA champion. 

What caused Flair’s deteriora- 


tion? | can’t say for sure. My guess 
is he never fully recovered from the 
backbreaking scheduled he en- 
dured during his second champion- 
ship reign. It was an impossible se- 
ries of matches to survive. The 
human body can only stand so 
much; it can’t repair itself forever. 
Sooner or later, the damage be- 
comes permanent. Muscles no 
longer respond, reflexes get slug- 
gish, and desperation replaces con- 
fidence. Flair wouldn’t be the first 
athlete to do too much during a 
title reign. More than one wrestler 
has seen his career go sour after he 
tried too hard to be the best cham- 
pion in history. Flair is just one of 
many who saw the title as some 
sort of glory trail they had to rush 
down. 

After Flair loses the title, which 
may already have happened by the 
time this article sees print, there 
won't be much left of the man. He 
may hang on for a couple of years 
living on his reputation. I’ve never 
liked the man, but I'll take no joy 
in seeing him reduced to a pathetic 
figure. O 
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THE ROAD WARRIORS 


(Continued from page 35) 


i > 


Road Warrior Animal whips a bloody Killer Khan toward Road Warrior Hawk, who will level 


f = 


the Mongolian with a clothesline (above). Hawk overpowers Riki Chosu (below left) and 


powerslams Khan (below right). 


7 


Chosu sees Hawk and Animal’s double-clothesline developing (above left), but he is power- 


less to do anything about it (above right). 


god in the person of Hawk or Ani- 
mal, the result can only be awe- 
struck admiration.” 

The Warriors’ opponents during 
their first tour of Japan, however, 
were hardly “‘five-foot-nothing Jap- 
anese.”” The teams that they 
faced included the combinations 
of Animal Hamaguchi and Killer 
Khan, Jumbo Tsuruta and 
Genichiro Tenryu, and Killer Khan 
and Riki Chosu. 

“Indeed, our very first match in 
the pearl of the Orient was 
against Hamaguchi and Khan in 


Chiba,” Ellering said, “and we , 
lived up to all of our advance pub- 
licity and then some. | am proud 
to say that Hawk and Animal oblit- 
erated the hopes and dreams of 
Hamaguchi and Khan in less than 
four -minutes. Hawk pinned 
Hamaguchi at the 3:39 mark. And 
you sit there and ask me if our 
tour of Japan was successful? 
Hahaha!” 

The second night of their tour, 
Ellering and the Warriors faced 
NWA International tag team 
champions Tsuruta and Tenryu in 


! 


a best-of-three-falls match for the 
International belts. Hawk downed 
Tsuruta with a vicious clothesline 
to claim the first fall, and as the 
two men tangled in the second 
fall, Tsuruta and Hawk were en- 
snared in a double-pin situation 
with Tsuruta bridging out at the 
two-count for the pinfall. Outraged 
by the pin decision in the second 
fall, Ellering directed Hawk and 
Animal to beat up the referee dur- 
ing the rest period between falls. 
The third and deciding fall never 
took place, and Tsuruta and 
Tenryu won the match decision 
when the Warriors were 
disqualified. 

“That’s typical of the kind of 
biased officiating we had to face 
in Japan,” Ellering said. “Of 
course the Japanese officials are 
going to look out for their own. 
What else -would you expect? 
Hawk was most certainly not 
pinned by Tsuruta, and | defy 
anyone to watch the videotape of 
that match and prove that his 
shoulders were down, because 
they weren’t.” 

On the whole, however, Ellering 
considers the Warriors’ tour of Ja- 
pan an unprecedented success. 

“Hawk and Animal gave the 
Japanese people a lesson in tag 
team wrestling,’’ Ellering said. “| 
would venture to say that not a 
single one of the fans who turned 
out to witness Hawk and Animal 
had ever seen anything like them 
in their lives. And | would also 
venture to say that they had never 
in their lives seen such a feat of 
strength as when Animal pressed 
all 300-plus pounds of Killer Khan 
over his head and sent him flying 
halfway across the ring.” 

Ellering folded his arms across 
his chest once again ‘and laughed 
his Sydney Greenstreet. laugh. 

“Ah yes,” Ellering sighed, ‘‘it’s 
truly a rare experience to be con- 
sidered the best in the world— 
rare for everyone else, that is, be- 
cause The Legion of Doom was, 
is, and always will be considered 
the very best in professional wres- 
tling, whether it be in the United 
States, Japan, or anywhere else 
in the world!” C 
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Rick Martel 


243, Minneapolis, MN 

1—MAGNUMT.A. 

245, Chesapeake, VA 
2—DUSTY RHODES 

302, Austin, TX 
4—BUTCH REED 

265, Kansas City, MO 
4—KERRY VON ERICH 

260, Denton, TX 
5—NIKITA KOLOFF 

275, Moscow, Russia 
6—BUDDY LANDELL 

236, Los Angeles, CA 
7—RICK RUDE 

246, Robbinsdale, MN 
8—TULLY BLANCHARD 

235, San Antonio, TX 
9—WAHOO McDANIEL 

260, Midland, TX 

10—HARLEY RACE 
253, Kansas City, MO 
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TOP10 
1—RIC FLAIR 
243, Minneapolis, MN 
2—RICK MARTEL 
236, Quebec City, Quebec 
3—HULK HOGAN 
302, Venice Beach, CA 
4—DUSTY RHODES 
302, Austin, TX 
5—TITO SANTANA 
245, Mission, TX 
6—MAGNUM T.A. 
245, Chesapeake, VA 
7—RANDY SAVAGE 
245, Sarasota, FL 
8—NIKITA KOLOFF 
275, Moscow, Russia 
9—KERRY VON ERICH 
260, Denton, TX 
10—BUTCH REED 
265, Kansas City, MO 


236, Quebec City, Quebec 

1—SGT. SLAUGHTER 

310, Parris Island, SC 
2—STAN HANSEN 

324, Borger, TX 
3—NICK BOCK WINKEL 

245, Beverly Hills, CA 
4—LARRY ZBYSZKO 

248, Pittsburgh, PA 
5—MICHAEL HAYES 

255, Manetta, GA 
6—BORIS ZUKHOV 

254, Leningrad, Russia 
7—SCOTT HALL 

290, Minneapolis, MN 
8—JIM GARVIN 

235, Tampa, FL 
9—CURT HENNIG 

235, Minneapolis, MN 

10—JERRY BLACKWELL 
474, Stone Mountain, GA 


TAG TEAMS 


1—THE ROAD WARRIORS 
No. 1 contenders to AWA and NWA World tag team titles 
Combined weight: 567 pounds 


2—GREG VALENTINE & BRUTUS BEEFCAKE 
WWF World 


Combined sea 511 pounds 

3—RICK MORTON & ROBERT GIBSON 
NWA World tag team champions 
Combined weight: 453 pounds 

4—OLE & ARN ANDERSON 
National tag team champions 
Combined Seat 525 pounds 

5—CHRIS ADAMS & GINO HERNANDEZ 
World Class tag team 
Combined ada Ave 454 pounds 

6—IVAN & NIKITA KOLOFF 
No, 2 contenders to NWA tag team title 
Combined weight: 524 poun 

1—DAVEY BOY SMITH & DYNAMITE KID 

No. 1 contenders to tag team title 

Combined weight: 461 pounds 

8—KERRY & KEVIN VON ERICH 

1 contenders to World Class tag team title 

Conbined weight: 499 pounds 

9—WAHOO McDANIEL & BILLY JACK HAYNES 
U.S, tag epomhfomeg noir 
Combined weight: pounds 

10—STEVE KEIRN & STAN LANE 

No. 1 contenders to Mid-Southern tag team title 
Combined weight: 479 pounds 


WWF 
World Champion: 
HULK HOGAN 
302, Venice Beach, CA 
1—TITO SANTANA 
245, Mission, TX 
2—RANDY SAVAGE 
245, Sarasota, FL 
3—RICK STEAMBOAT 
238, Honolulu, HI 
4—PAUL ORNDORFF 
253, Brandon, FL 
5—TERRY FUNK 
247, Amarillo, TX 
6—MAGNIFICENT MURACO 
274, Sunset Beach, HA 
7—RODDY PIPER 
231, Scotland 
8—ANDRE THE GIANT 
505, Grenoble, France 
9—JOHN STUDD 
364, Washington, DC 
10—KING KONG BUNDY 
446 Atlantic City, NJ 


WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP 

1—MAGNUMT.A. 

245, Chesapeake, VA 
2—BUDDY LANDELL 

236, Los Angeles, CA 
3—DUSTY RHODES 

302, Austin, TX 
4—KRUSHER KHRUSHCHEV 

303, Thief River Falls, MN 
5—TULLY BLANCHARD 

235, San Antonio, TX 
6—TERRY TAYLOR 

225, Vero Beach, FL 
7—NIKITA KOLOFF 

275, Moscow, Russia 
8—SUPERSTAR GRAHAM 

260, Paradise Valley, AZ 
9—JIMMY VALIANT 

251, New York, NY 

10—RONNIE GARVIN 
231, Montreal, Quebec 


CIAL _—C 
G RATINGS 


WORLD CLASS MID-SOUTH FLORIDA MID-SOUTHERN 
1—RICK RUDE 1—BUTCH REED 1—LEX LUGER 1—BILL DUNDEE 
246, Robbinsdale, MN 265, Kansas City, MO 280, Chicago, IL 214, Melbourne, Australia 
2—BRIAN ADIDAS 2—DICK SLATER 2—KENDALL WINDHAM 2—JERRY LAWLER 
238, Denton, TX 235, Tampa, FL 220, Sweetwater, TX 234, Memphis, TN 
3—KERRY VON ERICH 3—HUMONGOUS 3—KEVIN SULLIVAN 3—DUTCH MANTEL 
260, Denton, TX 318, parts unknown 239, Boston, MA 242, Bucksnorth, TN 
4—GINO HERNANDEZ 4—HACKSAW DUGGAN 4—BARRY WINDHAM 4—KOKO WARE 
224, Houston, TX 280, Glens Falls, NY 236, Sweetwater, TX 229, Union City, TN 
5—ICEMAN PARSONS 5—TED DiBIASE 5—WAHOO McDANIEL 5—PHIL HICKERSON 
242, St. Louis, MO 247, Omaha, NB 260, Midland, TX 238, Jackson, TN 
6—KEVIN VON ERICH 6—MIKE GRAHAM 6—HARLEY RACE 
239, Denton, TX 265, Tulsa, OK 229, Tampa, FL 253, Kansas City, MO 
7—CHRIS ADAMS 7—DICK MURDOCH 7—BLACKJACK MULLIGAN 7—TARRAS BULBA 
230, Stratford, England 270, Waxahachie, TX 310, Sweetwater, TX 237, Outer Mongolia 
8—LANCE VON ERICH 8—JAKE ROBERTS 8—MAYA SINGH 8—BOTA 
260, Dallas, TX 243, Baton Rouge, LA 273, Tampa, FL 270, Maon Islands 
9—SCOTT CASEY 9—BUZZ SAWYER 9—HECTOR GUERRERO 9—JERRY JARRETT 
235, Amarillo, TX 240, St. Petersburg, FL 243, Mexico 223, Nashville, TN 
10—THE MISSING LINK 10—EDDIE GILBERT 10—TYREE PRIDE 10—TOJO YAMAMOTO 
273, parts unknown 222, Lexington, TN 231, Haiti 230, Tokyo, Japan 


NWA and AWA ratings are compiled with the assistance of wrestlers, promoters, and reporters. “Most Popular’ and ‘Most 
Hated” ratings are based on nationwide surveys of wrestling fams and on mail that comes fo our offices. 


CONTINENTAL 

1—THE FLAME 

305, parts unknown 
2—EXOTIC ADRIAN STREET 

227, South Wales 
3—TOMMY RICH 

238, Hendersonville, TN 
4—JIVIMY GOLDEN 

234, Montgomery, AL 
5—THE BULLET 

234, parts unknown 
6—ROBERT FULLER 

438, Dyresburg, TN 
7—BRAD ARMSTRONG 

226, Marietta, GA 
8—ROBERTO SOTO 

231, San Juan, Puerto Rico 
9—ROY WELCH 

224, Tampa, FL 
10—BILL ASH 

224, Paris, AK 


NORTHWEST 

1—BOBBY JAGGERS 

265, Dunlap, KS 
2—TOM ZENK 

237, Robbinsdale, MN 
3—MIKE MILLER 

260, Memphis, TN 
4—MOONDOG MORETTI 

245, Boise, ID 
5—STEVE PARDEE 

232, San Mateo, CA 
6—MEGA MAHARISHI 

260, Portland, OR 
7—KARL STEINER 

250, East Germany 


DORING 
270, Minneapolis, MN 
9—CHRIS COLT 
230, San Fransisco, CA 
10—TIMOTHY FLOWERS 
245, New york, NY 


MOST POPULAR 
1—HULK HOGAN 
302, Venice Beach, CA 
2—DUSTY RHODES 
302, Austin, TX 
3—KERRY VON ERICH 
260; Denton, TX 
4—MAGNUM T.A. 
245, Chesapeake, VA 
5—RICK MARTEL 
236, Quebec City, Quebec 
6—TERRY TAYLOR 
225, Vero Beach, FL 
7—RICK STEAMBOAT 
238, Honolulu, HI 
8—HACKSAW DUGGAN 
280, New York, NY 
9—TITO SANTANA 
245, Mission, TX 
10—BARRY WINDHAM 
236, Sweetwater, TX 


For period ended December 5, 1985 


MOST HATED 

1—RIC FLAIR 

243, Minneapolis, MN 
2—RODDY PIPER 

231, Glasgow, Scotland 
3—OLE ANDERSON 

256, Minneapolis, MN 
4—NIKITA KOLOFF 

276, Moscow, Russia 
5—RANDY SAVAGE 

245, Sarasota, FL 
6—TULLY BLANCHARD 

235, San Antonio, TX 
7—MAGNIFICENT MURACO 

274, Sunset Beach, HI 
8—RICK RUDE 

246, Robbinsdale, MN 
9—CHRIS ADAMS 

230, Stratford, England 
10—TED DiBIASE 

247, Omaha, NB 
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RATINGS ANALYSIS 


This column will tell fans how we go about 
rating more than 150 wrestlers in 14 different categories. It is 
a behind-the-scenes look at the most important—and 
respected—ratings system in the sport. This column is vital 
reading for all wrestling fans. 


Readers write: Hoo, boy! When we published our “Announcers 
Top 10” ratings in the Pro Wrestling Illustrated's February 1986 
installment of “Ratings Analysis,” we never imagined that we'd re- 
ceive the kind of response we did. But we did. 

So in keeping with the demand in our mailbox, we're going to 
take a look this issue at some of your comments regarding those 
ratings. (And in case you missed the February 1986 issue of PWi, 
here's what those ratings were: ANNOUNCERS TOP 10: 1—Jesse 
Ventura; 2—Tony Schiavone; 3—Gordon Solie; 4—Jim Ross; 5—Joel 
Watts; 6—Mark Lowrance; 7—Bruno Sammartino; 8—Lance Russell; 
9—Ken Resnick; 10—Bill Mercer.) 

From Tom Vanderende, Mississauga, Ontario: Jesse Ventura num- 
ber one? Whoever made up that Announcers Top 10 thing must 
have been smoking pot! On top of that, he was placed ahead of 
Gordon Solie, the Walter Cronkite of wrestling. Does that mean the 
days of professional insight and analysis are out, and childish com- 
plaining and bellyaching are in? It’s bad enough hearing it from the 
wrestlers, and now it's commentators. Especially Ventura, the most 
immature and most pathetic color commentator ever in captivity. 
When | started watching wrestling 14 years ago, they didn’t even 
have color commentators, at least not in this area. You know wres- 
tling commentary is in trouble when Ventura is on top. 

From Troy Kendell, Atlanta: | suppose you're going to get a lot of 
flak about’ your announcer ratings, but | for one have to agree with 
what you did, Frankly, | have never seen Mark Lowrance or Bill 
Mercer or Ken Resnick, so I'll have to take your word on those 
three, But as far as Jesse Ventura being number one, | agree whole- 
heartedly. Jesse is as unbiased as they come. Let's face it—every 
wrestling announcer is biased, one way or the other. How many 
times have you heard an announcer criticize only the rulebreakers 
and praise only the fan favorites? That describes 99 percent of the 
announcers I’ve ever heard, and that includes everyone on your list. 
But Jesse is the only announcer I’ve heard who actually gives credit 
where credit is due. He could have made fun of The British Bull- 
dogs, for example, but he astutely pointed out their considerable 
skills, and. even went so far as to claim that he'd like to manage 
them, in order to bring out more of their killer instinct. Bravo, Jesse! 
He's a breath of fresh air. 

From Diana Kell, New York: What | want to know is how come 
you left my favorite announcer of all off the list, “Mean” Gene 
Okerlund? Oh, come on, give me a break! Gene is the absolute best 
when it comes to drawing out an unusual interview from a wrestler. 
He’s funny, he’s knowledgeable, and he's versatile—he can even 
play the piano! If you ask me, “Mean” Gene was slighted, and that’s 


a pity. 


A final nasty word: One letter we received was so soggy from all 
the venom it contained, it just couldn't be ignored. With the caveat 


that the following are his opinions and not the feelings of the 
editorial staff of this magazine, Chuck Brinson of Boston had this to 
say: 

| have had it up to here with your lousy ratings system. If | had an 
infinite, number of monkeys typing away on an infinite number of 
typewriters for an infinite number of years, they might come up 
with all of Shakespeare's plays, but they couldn't come close to 
producing the level of stupidity | see reflected each month in your 
ratings and in “Ratings Analysis.” 

But the February 1986 issue of Pro Wrestling Illustrated was the last 
straw, Announcer ratings? What a waste of space! And you didn’t 
even take the proper tack with them. If you're going to rate an- 
nouncers, most of which are horrible to begin with (granted, Ventu- 
ra is funny and Solie is a great analyst) why not rate the 10 worst 
announcers in the sport? 

In order to correct your gross error, I’ve included my own ratings, 
10 through one, with 10 being the absolute worst announcer I’ve 
ever seen or heard, and the next nine being pretty damn close. Print 
these ratings—if you dare! And by the way, doesn’t it tell you 
something that half of these lousy 10 are WWF announcers? 


BRINSON’S BOTTOM 10 
10—GORILLA MONSOON 

WWF wrestling 
9—KEN RESNICK 

Pro Wrestling USA 
8—VINCE McMAHON 

: WWE wrestling 

7—BOB CAUDLE 

Mid-Atlantic wrestling 
6—BRUNO SAMMARTINO 

WWF wrestling 
5—BILL MERCER 

World Class wrestling 
4—LARRY NELSON 

AWA wrestling 
3—LORD AL HAYS 

Wrestling TNT 
2—DAVID CROCKETT 

World Championship Wrestling 
1—GENE OKERLUND 

WWF wrestling 


Gorilla Monsoon 


The address for mail: We expect nearly as much outcry on this 
ratings analysis as we received on our original “announcers ratings” 
column (particularly if your name happens to be listed abovel). Send 
all your comments to: “Ratings Analysis” clo Wrestler Annual; Box 
48; Rockville Centre; New York 11570. Oo 
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Please enter my subscription for the next 12 issues of Pro Wrestling Illustrated. | am enclosing $22.00 as 
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YOU'LL LOOK SENSATIONAL 


INSTAN 


NO SUN! NO LAMPS! NO DRUGS! 


Get the world’s safest tan! 
Get the world’s fastest tan! 
Get the most affordable tan! 


AND YOU DON’T HAVE TO TAKE 
A PILL OR WAIT ONE MINUTE! 


Talk about good looks! Nothing makes you look better, 
healthier, more energetic than a rich, golden tan. We all 
know what some people will go through to achieve it... 
hours of sitting in the broiling sun or basking on a root- 
top or sweltering under an expensive sun lamp... and 
now... some have even been induced to take pills . . . 
that promise to tan you from the inside. But how 
would you like to be able to put on a rich, satiny- 
finish golden tan as easily as putting on your clothes? 
And a more beautiful tan than you can get from the sun 
or a lamp or any pill! Marvelous INSTANTAN is here 
now and creating a whole new happy following of 
boosters. 


Lasts as long as a sun tan! 
Won't come off till you want itto! 


INSTANTAN is not just another cover-up. 
It’s an entirely new KIND of a product... 
that slips on as smooth as cream... sinks 
into the skin like a real suntan, without 
streaks or give-away signs of any kind and 
leaves you with a tan that’s better, safer 
and more flattering than any sunbather or 
sunlamp sitter or pill-taker. Swim with it, 
Shower with it. But show it off as much as 
possible and watch them all envy that 
golden satiny, healthy-looking gloss. 


Great tan for your entire body! 


We want to emphasize... . INSTANTAN is GOOD for 
your skin. Its dermatologically formulated with a collec- 
tion of your skin's best helpers .. . plus an ingredient that 
adds a pigment developed with the aid of men's fashion 
consultants to achieve the color and glow most flattering 
to macho men. It contains elements that no other product 
of its kind has ever been able to boast before. It is indeed 
science's answer to a.long-standing demand for a skin- 
tanning process that takes no time at all and does away 
with tedious methods now pracaced. 


Costs less in time and money! 


Sun bathing takes lots of time and costs money in travel, 
lotions, and hours of basking in strong sunlight. 
INSTANTAN costs only pennies per application; 
takes only minutes and actually improves your skin 
better than lotions and balms and ointments costing up 
to ten times as much, And here’s one MORE but very 
important PLUS... INSTANTAN is guaranteed ... 
and we mean UNCONDITIONALLY . . . to be all we 
say... and to do all we promise . . . as fast as we say it 
will. All we want you to do is try dt. Spread a lite on 


your skin, See how great it FEELS, Notice how great it 
looks! That satiny golden sheen. That healthy 
beachcomber look. That jet-setter vacation affluence 
you emanate, You'll have the look you've been envying 
on others. The glow of success, The appearance of well- 
being. And underneath your tan, your skin will take on 
a fine, smooth tone that only a well-cared-for com- 
plexion has. 


High quality skin-care product. 
Guaranteed to improve your skin. 


Men of fair skin whom nature cheated out of the joy of a 
rich, healthy tan by making them turn beet-red and 
suffer pain, stop hiding from threatening ultra-violet 
rays! Your time has come! Spread on INSTANTAN and 
look marvelous! Stop worrying about the vulnerability 
to skin disease. INSTANTAN is good for fair skin 
especially! See how smooth, flexible and youthful your 
skin will become. Say goodbye to the lobster look 
and say hello to that rich, golden, satin-gloss look 
you’ve always wished for. Fair skin or olive skin . . . 
INSTANTAN is foryou. Waittill you see for yourself! 


Not just a skin cover but a deep- 
down penetrating treatment. 


We want you to give INSTANTAN the quick-spread test. 

Just rub it on any part of your body. See how it sinks 
INTO your skin. How smoothly it spreads. How good it 
feels. And how its satiny finish looks like the perfect 
suntan in rich glow, color and texture. How natural! 
Your friends will compliment you .. . and envy you. 


INSTANTAN is the triumphant result 
of persistant, patient, extensive 
scientific research! 


Dermatologists, bio-chemists, pharmacists and 
researchers pooled their collective knowledge to bring 
forth a product that works like magic. Soothes, 
smooths, colors, nourishes, protects, improves and 
stays on. Then off it comes, completely and easily 
WHEN YOU WANT IT TO. If that isn't something to 
shout about, we don’t know our miracles . ., and we've 
brought forth a few. Try it yourself without risk. 


A personal note from us to you... 


Before INSTANTAN ts offered through national 
retail channels, we have induced the laboratories not 
only to permit us to bring this wonder product to you 
by mail order, but to let us set the price as low as 


possible for a predetermined time. The great success 
we have had with over a dozen new products in the 
very recent past has given us special prestige with 
research laboratones, not to mention an enviable 
position among consumers, Our guarantee on all our 
products means a lot. 
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No more hours of broiling! No 
more waiting! Tan right away! 
GLOWING NATURAL BRONZE! 


Ever on the alert to bring our many friends new and 
wonderful products at prices they can well afford, we 
are justifiably proud to bring you INSTANTAN because 
we know of nothing else like it, So confident are we that 
you will not only delight in it but tell your closest friends 
and family about it that we have specially lowered the 
offering price in anticipation of extraordinarily large 
volume through recommendation, Only by trying it can 
you even begin to appreciate it. Therefore, we urge you 
to order now and get our quick delivery, 


If you’re not absolutely thrilled 
with what INSTANTAN does for 
you return it for full refund! 


What else can we do but impress upon you the fact that 
we take all the risk? How else can we convince you that 
we are 100% sincere when we make claims that are so 
sensational they are hard to believe? But if you try this 
product and for any reason feel even the slightest bit 
dissatisfied, we will gladly refund your money. Our good 
reputation is at stake. 


procccc tr tro core — 
| NANCY JONES HEALTH WORLD, INC. Dept. A2T , 


' P.O, BOX 879, Deerfield Beach, FL 33441 , 
TOKAY! Send me a supply of INSTANTAN and if it 1 
doesn't produce a bettertan than the sun, ora lamp or ! 


, Pills | understand J can get my money back . - . no : 
i delay or questions . . . \ 
I (|) Standard supply. . $6.95: | 
' (1) Double supply... 12.75 I 
7 am adding $1.00 to cover postage and handling. 
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In just a short time, you can be ready to 
join one of the fastest growing industries 
in America... an industry where quali- 


fied men are making from $25.00 to 
$30.00 per hour... and that’s just for 
labor. Parts, engines and accessories add 
even more to ans vee: 


Because the small engine industry has 
grown so quickly, an acute shortage of 
qualified Small Engine Professionals exists 
throughout the country. In fact, it’s not un- 
usual for a good small engine man to be 
three to four weeks behind in the summer 
and at least a week behind in the winter. 
When you see how many small engines are 
in use today, it’s easy to understand why 
qualified men command such high prices 
~~ as much as $49.95 for a simple tune-up 
that takes less than an hour! 


You get all this Professional equipment with your 
course, PLUS 4 H.P. Engine.... ALL YOURS TO 
KEEP. ... All at NO EXTRA COST. 


in SMALL E ENGINE 
service and repair 


Start your own money 


65-million small engines 
are in service today! 


That’s right — there are over sixty-five 
million 2-cycle and 4-cycle small engines 
in service across the U.S.A. That’s the 
official count from the Engine Service 
Assn., and new engines are being built at 
a rate of one-million per month! With 
fully accredited and approved 
Foley-Belsaw training, you can soon 
have the skill and knowledge to-make top 
money servicing these engines. Home- 
owners and businessmen will seek you 
out and pay you well to service and re- 
pair their lawnmowers, tillers, edgers, 
power rakes, garden tractors, chain 
Saws, mini-bikes, go-carts, snowmo- 
biles, generators, snowblowers, paint 
sprayers... the list is almost endless. 


~ No experience necessary. 
You don’t need to be a ‘born mechanic’ 
or have prior experience. If you can read, 
you can master this profitable trade right 
at home, in your sparetime, without miss- 
ing a single paycheck. Lessons are fully 
illustrated —so clear you can’t go wrong. 


Send TODAY 
for this 
fact-filled 


FREE 


aM BEAT T INFLATION! 


Cash in on the 
huge demand for 
small engine repair. 


every step of the way. 


‘i making business! 


You receive trade secrets 


and business plans. 

We guide you every step of the way, 
including tested and proven instructions 
on how to get business, what to charge, 
how to get free advertising, where to get 
supplies wholesale...all the “tricks of 
the trade”’. .. all the inside facts you need 
to agsure success right from the start. 


Increased Income 


“I've had about 8 
years experience 
repairing small en- 
gines... but re- 
pairs were only 
minor... until I 
started the Foley- 
Belsaw Course." 


Walter H. Strick 
Campbell, California 


With our famous ‘learn-by-doing’ train- 
ing method, you get practical ‘hands-on’ 
experience with specialized tools and 
equipment that you'll receive with your 
training plus a brand-new 4HP engine— 
all yours to keep ! 


SEND FOR FREE FACTS! 

You risk nothing by accepting this 
offer to find out how Foley-Belsaw 
training can give you the skills you need 
to increase your income in a high-profit, 
recession-proof business of your own. 


Just fill in and mail coupon below (or 
send postcard) to receive full information 
and details by return mail. DO IT TODAY! 


FOLEY-BELSAW INSTITUTE of 


SMALL ENGINE REPAIR 
50816 Field Bldg., Kansas City, MO. 64111 


There is NO OBLIGATION and 
BOOKLET! NO SALESMAN Will Call—ever! 


Work part time, full time 
right at home- we help you 


FOLEY-BELSAW INSTITUTE ,50818FIELD BUILDING 


KANSAS CITY, MISSOURI 64111 


( YES, please send me the FREE booklet that 
gives full details about starting my own business in 
Small Engine Repair. | understand there is no obligation 
and that no salesman will call, 


Tells how you quickly | Name 

train to be your own boss 

in a profitable Sparetime Address 

or Fulltime business of 

your own PLUS complete City - 
details on our 30-Da 

NO K Tria State Zip 
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WRESTLING'S BEST 


Three Great Magazines Bring You 36 Issues Of Wrestling Action And Excitement Every Year! 


PRO WRESTLING ILLUSTRATED eunisea montniy) 


The acknowledged leader in wrestling journalism, Pro Wrestling Illustrated is packed with exciting 
stories and action photos. Each issue brings you all the latest news of the wrestling world, and the 
annual ‘“‘Year-End Awards Issue” provides a unique and incisive view of the past 12 months, plus a 
chance for you to voice your opinions on the year’s top wrestlers and achievements, in our special 
fan ballot. 

Special Features In PWI: Each issue contains a spectacular FULL-COLOR centerfold, plus 


career biography, of one of wrestling’s biggest stars . . . Each issue’s oe 
“Press Conference” brings you a probing interview with one of es 
wrestling’s top names . . . “Wrestling Enquirer” brings you the up-to-the- 


minute news as of presstime . . . Award-winning columns from wrestling’s 2. 
most respected staff of independent journalists . . . Comprehensive 

ratings, plus a special page of ‘Ratings Analysis” . . . 
All this and more—every month! 


THE LEADER IN WRESTLING JOURNALISM @ 
On Sale The Last Tuesday Of Every Month ~ 


a 


INSIDE WRESTLING euvishea monty) 


“The magazine that rips the lid off pro wrestling” works hard and digs deep to uncover the behind- 
the-scenes stories you want to read. Each month, Inside Wrestling brings you exclusive coverage of 
the most volatile topics and issues in professional wrestling today. 

Special Features In Inside Wrestling: The famous ‘“‘Hotseat” interview, an exclusive discussion 
with one of wrestling’s top stars . . . “One on One,” in which two archrivals voice their hatred over 
the airwaves . . . Award-winning columns from the best wrestling writers in the world . . . “Where 
Are They Now?” updates the whereabouts of four top wrestlers . . . “Capsule Profile’ provides a 
mini-biography plus full-page pinup of a major mat star . . . All this and more—every month! 


THE MAGAZINE THAT RIPS THE LID OFF PRO WRESTLING 
On Sale The First Tuesday Of Every Month 


THE WRESTLER (Published Monthly) 


The magazine that has thrilled wrestling fans for two generations remains lively, informative, and 
up-to-date. The Wrestler has more full-length articles packed into every monthly issue than any 
other wrestling magazine available anywhere. A member of the Victory Sports Series of magazines. 
Special Features In The Wrestler: ‘Correspondents Reports” provides eyewitness coverage of 
major matches coast to coast. . . “Thumbs Up, Thumbs Down" tells you who in wrestling deserves 
praise and who deserves abuse . . . Each issue contains an exclusive “Q & A” interview with one 

of your favorite wrestlers . . . A special “Introducing” feature highlights an up-and-coming mat star 
every issue . . . “You Asked Us” allows your favorite wrestlers a chance to answer YOUR 
questions . . . “Beyond The Squared Circle,” a bimonthly feature, offers exclusive candid photos of 
your favorite stars . . . All this and more—every month! 


THE MOST RESPECTED WRESTLING MAGAZINE FOR TWO GENERATIONS 
On Sale The First Tuesday Of Every Month 
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Special Triple-Crown Offer: 12 Issues Of Pro Wrestling Illustrated plus 12 Issues Of Inside Wrestling plus 12 issues of The Wrestler—36 
action-packed magazines—for only $42, an incredible savings of more than $23 off the newsstand price! It’s like getting three 
subscriptions for the price of two! 


Please enter my combination subscription for 12 issues of Pro Wrestling Illustrated, 12 issues of Inside Wrestling, and 12 issues of The Wrestler— 
a total of 36 big magazines. | am eiclosing $42 as payment in full. 


Seg Te Ss 36 Magazines For Only $42! 
Rockville Centre, NY 11571 
Name 
Address 
City State: = 7p ee 


(Offer good in U.S. and Canada. All other countries $57. U.S. funds only) Please allow up to eight weeks before you receive your first issue | 


